
March 19, 2023 

Saturday Evening Vigil: 5:15 PM 

Sunday: 7:30, 10:00 and 11:30 AM 

Daily Monday - Friday: 7:00 AM, 

followed by Morning Prayer 

Saturday: 8:00 AM 

MASS SCHEDULE 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT PASTORAL STAFF 

Msgr. Paul V. Dougherty,  
Pastor 

pastor@saintmarg.org 
  

Rev. Robert J. Chapman, 
Pastor Emeritus 

  
Weekend Assistants: 

Rev. Robert Pesarchick 
Rev. Kevin DePrinzio, O.S.A. 

  
Summer Resident 

Rev. Christopher Moriconi 
  

Principal, St. Margaret School,  
Miss Theresa Power  

tpower@smsnarberth.org 
610-664-2640 

  
Director of Religious Education  

Mrs. Mary Anne J. Monroe, M.A. 
prep@saintmarg.org 

  
Coordinator of Parish Services, 
Sr. Mary Ann Clarahan, RSM 

services@saintmarg.org 
  

Parish Business Manager 
Mr. Cliff Coombs 

busmgr@saintmarg.org 
  

Safe Environment Coordinator 
Mrs. Stephanie Seal 

sseal@smsnarberth.org 
  

Administrative Assistant, 
Nicole Bazis, OFS (Mon, Tues, Wed) 

Mrs. Teresa Myers (Thurs, Fri) 
office@saintmarg.org 

  
Director of Music - Mr. Michael Worth  

saintmargmusic@gmail.com 
267-304-6490 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil Mass - 7:00 PM 

7:00 AM, 12:05 PM and 7:00 PM 

(schedule subject to change on certain Holydays. 

Check website for final schedule) 

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSTION 

7:30-8:30 AM Tuesday 

7:30-8:00 AM - First Fridays 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday: 4:00 - 4:45 PM 

Sunday before 7:30 AM Mass 

Tuesday thru Saturday: 7:45-7:55 AM  

or by appointment. 

Rectory Office Business Hours  

Monday - Friday  9:00AM to 4:30PM  

610.664.3770 • office@saintmarg.org 
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MONDAY, March 20 
 7:00 AM          Anthony Messina 
 

TUESDAY, March 21 
 7:00 AM    Josephine Lo 
       
WEDNESDAY, March 22 
 7:00 AM           Unice Keong (living)                               
         
THURSDAY, March 23 
 7:00 AM     Vincent Cristofalo 
             
FRIDAY,  March 24 
 7:00 AM     Peggy Rohlfing 
  
SATURDAY, March 25 
         8:00 AM     Gary Grejdus 

 

Msgr. Dougherty offers a Mass each Sunday  

for all the parishioners and for those enrolled  

in the church memorial fund. 

Weekend of March 12, 2023:  
  
  Collection in Church:  
  Electronic Funds Transfer:              
  Mail In:      
  Parish On Line: 
  Envelopes: 
 
The Weekend of March 13, 2022     $   9,105 
Church in Latin America                 $   1,324 

 
I sincerely thank you for continuing to live 
faithful stewardship.  God bless you and your 
families. 
 
Msgr. Paul V. Dougherty 

$      9,561 
    
 

$      4,522     
$         454  
$      2,580 
$      2,005 
           164 

Flowers on the Altar 
have been donated in 

memory of the  
Casey & Rovner families. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

THE STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

BACKGROUND on the GOSPEL 

PARISH WEBSITE: www.saintmarg.org 

FACEBOOK: stmargnarber th  

INSTAGRAM: stmargnarber th 

Last Christmas I watched part of a holiday concert held 
in New York City by Andrea Bocelli accompanied by 
his talented son and daughter.  They joined the New 
York Singing City choir for several carols of the season. 
Naturally the power and beauty of the renowned tenor’s 
voice dominated the performances.  As we know, 
Bocelli is blind.  But that has no effect on his singing 
and his mastery of several musical instruments. He 
brings joy to audiences all over the world.  I could say 
he is a point of light in the darkness of the world. 
 
We are not told of any special talent held by the blind 
man in our gospel story from John chosen for this 
Lenten Sunday.  We know that he was deprived of sight 
from his birth, unable to enjoy the world that we so 
easily do. But because of Jesus’ compassionate healing, 
he is suddenly brought into the ranks of the “children of 
light.” But like what frequently happens when Jesus 
works a miracle, so here too the Pharisee onlookers, 
representing the usual cynics among us, begin a series 
of hair-splitting maneuvers involving the Law.  They 
devise calculated threats, upsetting the man’s parents 
along the way, all done to counter the good news in 
what they witnessed.  Of course our evangelist wants us 
recognize the fact that they are the real blind men. 
True, in a world lit only by fire, the unnamed blind 
man’s affliction was doubly painful.  Even for his 
sighted peers, when the sun went down the world could 
be a dangerous place.  But at least they could see each 
other’s faces by oil lamplight. Or follow a path with 
ease. Blindness was mostly a burden. Some saw it as a 
curse. Yet the love of family was always there to help.  
 
Flash forward across the centuries, and we can 
understand why the Church presents us with this story at 
the midpoint of Lent. We have a potent reminder that 
we can all be blind to our own sins at times. But we also 
have the occasion this day to be joyful not only because 
we have Christ’s light available to see where we need 
correction and a Sacrament of confession to affect our 
healing. 
 
In the meantime we have another life lesson as 
illustrated by the story of Samuel.  Here is a good man, 
a prophet, but he has to learn that he does not see as 
God sees. Ah, and so do we! When we experience the 
twists and turns of life here below; the natural disasters 
that ruin our calm; and the personal setbacks that torture 
our confidence, we need not let them rob us of our hope. 
A hope based not in just any person, place, or thing but 
in our resurrected Lord.  
 
We can meet Him, especially in the Holy Eucharist and 
in moments of personal prayer where we also become 
aware of the fact that when this life is over, we are 
meant to climb the stairway to heaven, where we will 
see Him face to face. 
 
A thought now from John Newton, the author of 
“Amazing Grace”: “When I get to heaven, I shall see 
three wonders there: the first wonder will be to see 
many there whom I did not expect to see; the second 
wonder will be to miss many people whom I did expect 
to see; the third and greatest of all will be to find myself 
there.”   
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“Our food is to do the will of the one who saved us and to complete his work on earth.” 

 
 
 
 
Lent – In last Sunday’s gospel passage Jesus reveals to the Samaritan woman that he is the Christ.  In this 
Sunday’s gospel passage he reveals his identity as the Messiah again.  This time to a man he cures of 
blindness.  During Lent the Lord especially wants to speak to the heart of each of us and reveal to us that 
he is our Savior and Lord.  If today you hear his voice, harden not your heart.  Let the Lord speak to you 
and lead you to a deeper faith in his saving power. He is our Lord and Savior, who brings us true 
fulfillment and peace. 
 
Parish Lenten Mission – Join us this week for the Parish Mission.  Father James DiLuzio will be 
presenting on the Gospel of Luke with talk, music and videos.  The Mission will enhance your 
understanding of the Gospel and help your faith to grow.  Experiencing the Mission is a wonderful way to 
share in the Lenten call to repent and believe in the gospel.   Father will be presenting on Sunday, Monday 
and Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm and on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings at 8:30 am.  Turn to 
the Lord and reap the benefits of deeper relationship with him.  
 
First Reconciliation – Our second grade students in St. Margaret School and our Parish Religious 
Education Program will be receiving First Penance this week on Wednesday and Thursday evenings.  
Please remember them in your prayers as they experience the forgiveness of the Lord in this Sacrament. 
 
Stations of the Cross – The stations will be celebrated at 7:00 pm on Fridays during Lent.  Lent is a time 
when we particularly focus on the Lord’s passion and death as a sign of his great love for us and our call to 
take up our cross and follow him.  Join us for these prayerful reflections on the suffering of our Lord  
 
Fish Fry – The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a fish fry on Friday, March from 6-8 pm in the 
Antioch Annex.  Please let us know if you plan to attend.  You can call the rectory at 610-664-3770 or 
email office@saintmarg.org, or you can indicate your attendance on the signup clipboard in the vestibule 
of the Church. 
 
Matsiko World Orphan Choir – The Choir of foreign children will be performing here on Friday April 
14 at 7:00 pm.   They were here at St. Margaret’s several years ago and it was a wonderful evening of 
music and dance.   Their travel helps them to receive the support they need to grow and prosper.  We are in 
need of some families to host the children, who are in the age range of 12 -14 years.  They prefer to have 
three children stay together with each host family.  If you are interested in hosting some of the children, 
please contact the rectory.  

CARITAS  CHRISTI  DUCIT  
•  The Love of Christ Leads •  

MASS SCHEDULE SPIRITUAL THOUGHT 

A LITTLE HUMOR 

Saturday, March 25 

4-4:45 Confessions—Msgr. Dougherty 

5:15 PM - Msgr. Dougherty 

 

Sunday, March 26 

7:30 AM - Fr. DePrinzio 

10:00 AM - Msgr. Dougherty 

11:30 AM -  Fr. Pesarchick 

Without the struggle of afflictions, it is impossible to 
reach the height of grace.  The gift of grace increases as 
the struggle increases.  (Saint Rose of Lima) 

I took my six-year-old daughter to the office on “Take 
Your Kid to Work Day.”  At the company meeting she 
started to cry.  As concerned staff gathered around, I 
asked her what was wrong, and she said, “Daddy, 
where are all the clowns you said you worked with?” 

mailto:office@saintmarg.org
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PARISH NEWS 

CHURCH TEACHING 

CYO 2023 SPRING SPORTS 
 

Spring sports registration is now open. Offered this 
Spring will be the following activities dependent upon 
registration. All potential participants must be registered 
prior to practicing with team. The activities start the 
first week in March so please sign up now. Thank you 
for your continued support of CYO sports! 
 
Registration link:  https://www.leagueathletics.com/
Default.asp?org=smsnarberth.org  
 
Baseball 

Grade 3 & 4, 5 & 6, 7 & 8 
contact jpm0075@gmail.com  

 
Track 

Co-ed Grade 1-8 
contact  christineboconnell@gmail.com 

Looking for assistant coaches; especially, parent 
volunteers who have younger children 

 
High School Volleyball 

Co-ed Grade 9-12 
contact  4bex@comcast.net  

The Eucharistic Revival is a three-year period of helping people to grow in their understanding of and 
appreciation for the celebration of the Eucharist.  This Revival has been called for by the bishops of the 
United States and began on June 19, the Solemnity of the Holy Body and Blood of Christ.  As part of this 
effort to help you learn more about the Mass and participate more fully in it, I am including in the Bulletin 
each week a brief teaching on the Eucharist from a document entitled “The Mystery of the Eucharist in the 
Life of the Church,” which was prepared by the bishops to guide the Revival.  
 
The Eucharist and Missionary Discipleship: What is essential is not that one have advanced training, but 
rather that one discover through Christ the love that God has for us and that one desire to lead others to the 
same joyful discovery.  Pope Francis states, “Anyone who has truly experienced God’s saving love does 
not need much time or lengthy training to go out and proclaim that love.”  All that is needed is for one who 
has known that love – the love that is displayed most preeminently in the Eucharist - to tell other people 
about it.  Pope Francis states further: “All of us are called to offer others an explicit witness to the saving 
love of the Lord, who despite our imperfections offers us his closeness, his word and his strength, and 
gives meaning to our lives.  In your heart you know that it is not the same to live without him; what you 
have come to realize, what has helped you to live and given you hope, is what you also need to 
communicate to others.”     

SHARING SUCCESS 
 

Most people in Turkana, Kenya raise livestock,  
and a few are farmers. But the hot and dry climate 
makes this work difficult—and climate change is 

making it even harder. Rebecca and Lotiang 
participated in a Catholic Relief Services program that 

installed a water well and taught them new farming 
techniques. They can support their family with their 

crops and are teaching others in their community what 
they learned. How can you use your skills and 

knowledge to help others?  
Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more  

Men’s March Retreat 

All Catholic men are invited to 
participate in the March Men’s Retreat, 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, 
to prepare for Easter. The retreat, on 
Saturday, March 25 star ts at 8am and 

concludes with lunch at noon. It will be in the Antioch 
Annex and will include Mass, Confession, Adoration, a 
speaker and spiritual reflection. $20 offering. For more 
information, contact Knights17262@gmail.com 

Thank you to everyone who 
donated to the parish's March food 
collection! We had 28 full boxes of 
cereals, pastas, soups, drinks, and 

other canned and non-perishable items. The next 
collection will be April 8-9. All non-perishable foods 
and drinks and hygienic products are welcomed and 
needed. Your generosity is much appreciated.  

https://www.leagueathletics.com/Default.asp?org=smsnarberth.org
https://www.leagueathletics.com/Default.asp?org=smsnarberth.org
mailto:christineboconnell@gmail.com-
mailto:4bex@comcast.net
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Here at Saint Margaret Parish!  March 18—22 

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday: 7—8:30 pm 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 8:30—9:30 am  

 Saint Margaret Bus Trip 

Get your tickets for our next Saint Margaret Parish bus 
trip! We will be travelling to Sight & Sound Theatre in 
Lancaster to see Moses. Lunch afterwards will be a 
buffet at Millers. 
 
When: Thursday, April 13, 2023 
            Departure from Saint Margaret’s at 8 am 
  
Price: $ 145 per  person 
             (Cost includes seat on bus, show, lunch) 

Contact the rectory at office@saintmarg.org or 610-664

-3770 to reserve your spot. 

 Saint Margaret Lenten Fish Fry 
 
When: Friday, March 24 from 6-8 
pm 
Where: Antioch Annex (below 
church) 
Cost: Free 
 

RSVP strongly encouraged! Sign up sheet in 
church vestibule or online at shorturl.at/lqTV2 

“Parent Coffee & Chat” 
 
A few weeks ago, we sent out a 
survey to parents of elementary 
aged children regarding the 
opportunity to gather with other 
parents to explore deep 
questions child/ren might be 
asking.   E.g.  Why do bad 
things happen to good people? 
 

The time that most parents could be available was a 
weekday morning.  We will gather for the first time on 
Tuesday, March 28, 8:30 am - 10 am in the Antioch 
Annex.  Coffee, tea, water and munchies will be 
available beginning at 8:30 am.   So don't worry if you 
are a few minutes late. 
 
The format will be: 
 - coffee, tea 
 - prayer 
 - introduction 
 -  input on the question from the perspective of the 
Christian Tradition 
 - discussion and sharing of parent wisdom 
 - closing  
 
Our 1st presenter will be Sister Marie Michele 
Donnelly, RSM who has done much work with parent 
and adult groups in the area of faith formation. 
 
Please let Sister Mary Ann Clarahan know you’ll be 
attending by emailing services@saintmarg.org.   Feel 
free to invite your friends who may be interested also. 
We look forward to seeing you March 28 and learning 
from you! 

mailto:services@saintmarg.org
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COMMUNION CALLS 
Parishioners unable to attend Mass regularly because 
of age or illness should call the Rectory to make 
arrangements to receive Communion at home.  If any 
member of your family is hospitalized, please be sure 
to register as a Catholic and inform the Rectory so 
that a visit can be arranged. 

 
PRAYER  CIRCLE 

Do you have an immediate prayer need or can you 
offer the Gift of Prayer?  Tap into our electronic 
Prayer Circle and receive an outpouring of heartfelt 
prayer by members of Saint Margaret Church and 
others.  E-mail your prayer requests or if you want to 
join the Prayer Circle at mazzo2@comcast.net 
 

REMEMBER  THOSE  YOU  LOVE 
 

Sanctuary or Altar Candles 
For a donation of $10 the candles will burn for a 
week for your intention or in memory of a loved one. 
 

Altar Flowers 
Another memorial opportunity is to have flowers 
placed on the altar for a donation of $100 
 

EUCHARIST FOR CELIAC COMMUNICANTS 
St. Margaret Church is aware of the need to have the 
low gluten hosts available at all Masses.  If you or a 
member of your family is interested in receiving Low
-Gluten Holy Eucharist at any Mass, please contact 
the rectory. 
 

REGISTRATION 
 

A warm welcome is extended to new parishioners.  
You may register by calling the parish office during 
office hours to set up an appointment.  Parish 
registration is required for letters of eligibility to 
serve as godparent or sponsor. 

 
SACRAMENT  OF  BAPTISM 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on Sundays 
at 12:30 pm.  Arrangements must be made in 
advance at the Rectory by calling Msgr. Dougherty, 
ext. 112.  If parents have not attended a Baptism 
class, they must attend our Baptism Preparation 
Seminar.  Call the rectory to register for the class. 
Godparents guidelines state that one godparent must 
be Catholic. They must be at least 16 years of age, 
registered in the parish where they live, fully 
initiated, and practicing their faith; they must obtain 
a letter of eligibility from their own parish. One 
practicing non-Catholic Christian may also be 
admitted as a Christian Witness. The next Baptism 
Preparation Seminar will be Tuesday, April 18, 
2023 at 7 PM in the rectory. 

 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

 
Those who wish to marry at St. Margaret should 
contact Msgr. Dougherty.  The Sacrament of 
Marriage is celebrated after a period of preparation of 
not less than six months. Engaged couples preparing 
for the Sacrament of Marriage can register, explore 
possible dates or find out more information for pre-
marriage classes by visiting PhilaMarriagePrep.com. 
For email inquiries, Amy@PhilaMarriagePrep.com. 

 
REQUESTS FOR  

ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATES 
 

The Role of a sponsor is primarily a spiritual role to 
model a Christian life for the child. Therefore, 
anyone requesting a certificate must be a registered, 
participating member of St. Margaret Parish, a 
practicing Catholic in good standing, at least 16 years 
of age, and have received the Sacraments of Initiation 
(Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist). Please call 
or email the rectory for an appointment with Msgr. 
Dougherty if you need a certificate.  

 
ANOINTING  OF  THE  SICK 

In case of serious illness, please contact the Rectory 
to make arrangements. If someone is already in the 
hospital, be sure to register as a Catholic so that the 
priest will visit. 
 

JOURNEY WITH US TO EXPLORE  
THE CATHOLIC FAITH 

 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
is a journey to a deeper experience of God’s love 
manifested through the teaching and treasures of 
the Catholic Faith.  Saint Margaret Church offers 
instructions for people seeking more information 

about the Catholic Faith, the Sacraments and 
living the Christian Life.  These instructions are 

for adults who would like to inquire about 
following Jesus and becoming a member of the 

Catholic Church, or, if you are already a baptized 
Catholic would like to receive Confirmation and 

Holy Communion.  RCIA classes meet on 
Tuesday, at 7pm. Please contact Msgr . 

Dougherty at pastor@saintmarg.org or call  
610-664-3770, Ext 112. 


