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Rectory Office Business Hours
Monday - Friday 9:00AM to 4:30PM
CLOSED WEEKENDS
Any requests for the weekly
Bulletin should be submitted
by Monday, 12:00 Noon.

Schedule of Masses
Saturday Evening Vigil: 5:15 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 8:45, 10:00 and 11:30 AM
Daily Monday - Friday: 7:00 AM,
followed by Morning Prayer
Saturday: 8:00 AM
Holy Day of Obligation
Vigil Mass - 7:00 PM
7:00 AM, 12:05 PM and 7:00 PM
(schedule subject to change on certain Holydays.
Check website for final schedule)
Eucharistic Exposition
7:30-8:30 AM Tuesday
7:30-8:00 AM - First Fridays
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:00 - 4:45 PM
Sunday before 7:30 AM Mass
Tuesday thru Saturday: 7:45-7:55 AM
or by appointment.

Twenty-fifth Sunday in ordinary time
Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
Say the words “the pursuit of happiness” in conversation with
the average educated American, and as he or she reacts with
a knowing smile, they’ll recognize a phrase from one of our
country’s most precious documents: the Declaration of
Independence. In that masterful piece of writing, Thomas
Jefferson specified that notion as a human right, alongside life
and liberty.
I don’t think I’m far off the mark when I opine that a lot of
false understanding has crept into that word “happiness.” Our
present day culture is way wrong with their definitions. The
root cause of that erroneous outlook lies in the change
wrought to the meaning of the last word in the trio:
“liberty.” Liberty is not license.
Here at the Eucharist we celebrate Christ’s real Presence
among us, and call on Him for whatever help we need to live
as He espoused. Obviously His way conflicts with the one
espoused by our current culture. That puts power, wealth,
fame and pleasure aside as ways to happiness. Granted,
those four have a mighty drawing power. They have been
campaigning to be our life’s goals since long before biblical
times.
Jesus spells out His formula quite clearly in today’s Gospel
selection: humility and service of others is what makes for true
happiness in this life. Nothing else. Yet most thoughtful
people think of Saint Teresa of Calcutta and her life choices,
along with those of every saint in the calendar, young as well
as old, as somehow on target with true Christian living. To
someone of my advanced age that is of supreme importance
as material for examination as what I’ll call the “Great
Appointment” is nearer than it was when I was young.
We also know how annoying such a lifestyle is to the
opposition, here portrayed as “the wicked” in this weekend’s
selection from the Book of Wisdom. “Let’s kill him!” they
shriek. The gospels present remarkably similar words on
people’s lips on a certain Friday afternoon: “Crucify Him!”
The good news is that we can take comfort from the fact that
Jesus is right as rain with His take on these matters, and has
been all along. We agree that virtue is best expressed in
action. Through humility and service of others.
Another non-Christian Founding Father of our country,
Benjamin Franklin, who worked with Thomas Jefferson, wrote
this comment about the concept of greatness in 1729, long
before 1776:
“If we were as industrious to become good as to make
ourselves great, we should become really great by being
good, and the number of valuable people would be much
increased. But it is a grand mistake to think of being great
without goodness,” Franklin continued. “And I pronounce it as
certain, that there was never yet a truly great person who was
not at the same time truly virtuous.”
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MONDAY, September 20
7:00 AM
Deceased & Living Members of
the Mischler Family
TUESDAY, September 21
7:00 AM
Joseph Panichelli
WEDNESDAY, September 22
7:00 AM
Albert Sborlini
THURSDAY, September 23
7:00 AM
Mary Pham—1st anniversary
FRIDAY, September 24
7:00 AM
Holy Souls in Purgatory

SATURDAY, September 25
8:00 AM
Joe Augustine
Msgr. Dougherty offers a Mass each Sunday for all
the parishioners and for those enrolled in the church
memorial fund.
Weekend of September 12, 2021:
Collection in Church:
Electronic Funds Transfer:
Mail In:
Parish On Line:
Envelopes:

$
$
$
$
$

9,686
4,588
580
2,178
2,340
186

The Weekend of September 13, 2020: $8,111
I sincerely thank you for continuing to live faithful
stewardship. God bless you and your families.
Msgr. Dougherty
Weekend Mass Schedule September 25-26
(Priest scheduled is subject to change)
Saturday, September 25
Confessions 4:00 - 4:45 PM - Fr. Pesarchick
5:15 PM - Fr. Pesarchick
Sunday, September 26
7:30 AM - Fr. DePrinzio
8:45 AM - Fr. DePrinzio
10:00 AM - Msgr. Dougherty
11:30 AM - Msgr. Dougherty
Online Giving - Saint Margaret
Parish has arranged a convenient and
secure method of online giving. You
can set up all your second collections in advance.
Create or login to your Parish Giving account by going
to the Parish website and clicking on the logo at the
lower right or https://tinyurl.com/StMargGiving.
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Parish Theme for 2020-2021

Rejoice in Hope; Endure in Affliction; Persevere in Prayer
Perseverance and Patience – I thought by this Fall the challenges of Covid-19 would be behind us. I was hoping
for School without masks and a return to normalcy. But the difficulties of Covid-19 are still with us. It is a time to
practice patience and perseverance. When St. Paul described love, he began by saying “love is patient.” Patience is
the first call of love. We need to be patient with one another and with the difficulties of life. Patience fosters
perseverance. A spiritual book I was reading recently emphasized perseverance as the crucial virtue for growth in
the Christian life. Love is steadfast and persistent, especially in the face of adversity. May the Lord bless us with a
patient and persevering love for him and for others.
St. Margaret Golf Outing – Come join us for the St. Margaret Parish and School Golf Outing at Bala Country Club
on Monday, October 4. See the other advertisement later in this Bulletin for information on how to register or to
seek more information. Also, registration forms are available at the doors of the Church.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults – Anyone interested in learning about the Catholic Faith with a view towards
possibly joining the Church, or anyone who is already an adult Catholic and still in need of Confirmation and/or
First Communion is invited to join our Rite of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.) Program. We meet on Tuesday
evenings and will begin on September 21. If Tuesday evenings are inconvenient for you, other arrangements can be
made. Contact Msgr. Dougherty at pastor@saintmarg.org or at 610-664-3770.
Pastoral Council – We will meet on Thursday, September 23 at 7:00 pm in the Antioch Annex.
Parish Theme for this Liturgical Year (Rejoice in hope; endure in affliction; persevere in prayer.) Archbishop Fulton Sheen, one of the best known preachers in the history of the Catholic Church in America, said
that he was a good preacher because he spent an hour in prayer each day. You may not have the time to spend an
hour in prayer each day, but some time in prayer each day helps to fill us with God’s wisdom, strength and peace,
and bestows a divine energy on our daily dealings that makes us much more effective in spreading the light of Christ.
Prayer develops our spirits and enriches our life in all its aspects.

Church Teaching: The Eucharist, the Life of the Church – The Church draws her life from the Eucharist. This
truth does not simply express a daily experience of faith, but recapitulates the heart of the mystery of the Church. In
a variety of ways she joyfully experiences the constant fulfillment of the promise: “Lo, I am with you always, to the
close of the age,” but in the Holy Eucharist, through the changing of bread and wine into the body and blood of the
Lord, she rejoices in this presence with unique intensity. Ever since Pentecost, when the Church, the People of the
New Covenant, began her pilgrim journey toward her heavenly homeland, the Divine Sacrament has continued to
mark the passing of her days, filling them with confident hope. (from the encyclical “On the Eucharist in Its
Relationship to the Church” of St. John Paul II)
We welcome into the Church
Scarlett Olivia Haines
daughter of
Lon and Carly Haines
and
Liam Emmanuel Del Rosario
son of
Armand and Caitlin Del Rosario
and
Owen Joseph Goniprow
son of
Joseph and Megan Goniprow
Congratulations to the families on the
Baptism of their children.

Spiritual Thought – What do you wish for, what do
you pray for, my dear brothers and sisters, when you
come to church? Is it mercy? How can it be anything
else? Show mercy, then, while you are on earth, and
mercy will be shown to you in heaven. (Saint Caesarius
of Arles)
The Saint Margaret’s Knights of
Columbus are sponsoring an essay
contest open to all eighth graders in the
parish. Students at Saint Margaret School
have learned about the contest in their
Language Arts class. Eighth graders attending other
schools are invited to contribute an essay to compete for
cash prizes and recognition. Eighth graders should
watch for a letter from the Knights in your mail!
Helping Other People in Emergency
Suspended until further notice.
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A Little Humor – CDC: To prevent coronavirus, stay
home, avoid physical contact, and don’t go into large
crowds. Introverts: I’ve been preparing for this moment
my entire life.
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St. Margaret School welcomes students for our full
day Kindergarten (5 years old) and our Prekindergarten
(4 year olds). We continue to have a personalized
approach to teaching our youngest children, with small
class sizes and enthusiastic teachers. We are here for
you, and your family and look forward to you joining
our school community.
Learn more by visiting us on our website
www.smsnarberth.org or email Anne at
info@smsnarberth.org.

Friends & Family St. Margaret Golf Outing for
Parish & School Communities RETURNING
Monday, October 4, 2021 Bala Golf Club
For information:
https://golfmargarets.wixsite.com/golf
RSVP early, we met our quota early last year!
Questions: info@smsnarberth.org or
golfmargarets@gmail.com

Support St. Margaret education through EITC
Individuals and businesses in Pennsylvania can receive
up to a 90% tax credit by donating through the
Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program.
By re-directing tax dollars you are already paying, you
can help provide a quality education for children who
otherwise would not be able to afford it. For more
information, contact Anne at info@smsnarberth.org or
610-664-2640 ext 2.

CYO FALL SPORTS
REGISTRATION is Open until
9/20 for football, 9/13 for Cross
Country and Soccer. All age
appropriate parish members and
school attendees are eligible for
participation. Sports offered this Fall are Football,
Cross Country ( Coed Grade 1-8), Soccer (gr 3-8) and
potentially Field Hockey (gr 5-8) pending interest.

St. Margaret School—Job Opportunities
St. Margaret School is looking for someone to work at
our after school CARES Program (3pm to 5pm). We are
also looking for an extended day teacher—PK, 12-3.
Must have clearances. To apply, email school principal,
Ms. Terri Power at tpower@smsnarberth.org or call her
at 610-664-2640 ext.3.

Registration Links:
FOOTBALL:
5th & 6th - JV http://assn.la/Reg/?r=3:217768
Gr 7-8 http://assn.la/Reg/?r=3:217767
All Other Sports listed:
http://stmargaret.website.sportssignup.com

The Saint Margaret Parish Youth Choir
will begin its 2021-2022 Season starting
this September. The Youth Choir is open
to young people in our Parish and School Communities
from grades 3 through 12. If your child is interested or
if you would like more information, please take a flyer
from the vestibule or email our Youth Choir Director,
Sarah Worth at saintmargmusic@gmail.com.

CYO is still looking for coaches, assistants and
volunteers for all sports. If interested please contact
Jim McNulty at jpm0075@gmail.com. If you have
interest in playing or helping with Field Hockey please
contact Megan at mafisher511@gmail.com.
St. Margaret CYO Soccer
Boys and girls in grades 3 through 8 in St.
Margaret parish or who attend St. Margaret
School are invited to join our fun and
competitive CYO soccer program. We have teams for
3rd and 4th grades, Junior Varsity (5th & 6th grades),
and Varsity (7th & 8th grades). Practices are generally
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 3:30 to 5 PM at
Narberth Park with games on Saturdays or Sundays
during the fall. Registration is open now:
http://stmargaret.website.sportssignup.com
Feel free to contact any member of the coaching staff:
Ed Zanoni (610-291-2790, ed_zanoni@hotmail.com),
Janet Norton (610-291-2790, jtomosky@gmail.com),
and Keith Karn (215-531-1521,
keith.karn@gmail.com) with questions. We also
welcome other volunteers.

Mount Saint Joseph Academy
Join us for an Open House on Sunday, October
3, from 10am to 1pm! Prospective families in
grades 5-8 are welcome to visit campus and learn
more about our academics, athletics, fine arts, extracurricular
activities, and student life. Register today at msjacad.org/
openhouse. The Mount application is now open
at msjacad.org/apply! Applications are due by October 8.
Scholarship/Entrance Exams will be offered on
October 10 and October 16.
St. Margaret Church is open from 7:30
AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday,
7:30 AM to 6:30 PM on Saturday, and
7:15 AM to 1:30 PM on Sunday.
0110
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Please remember in your prayers the souls of
Angelina Falcone, Dineen Watts, Rosemary
Barton and Frederick Fleitz who recently passed
away. May they rest in peace and their loved
ones be comforted.

Archdiocesan Respect Life Month Opening Mass
Sunday, September 26, 2021 - 11 AM
Location: 11 AM Mass at Cathedr al Basilica SS
Peter & Paul, 18th and Benjamin Franklin Pkwy,
Philadelphia PA 19103. Limited Parking is available.
Join us as we unite in prayer with Archbishop Pérez
to uphold the sanctity of life! Following Mass, all are
invited to a brunch reception with the Sisters of Life.
For more information and to RSVP for the brunch,
please visit www.phillycatholiclife.org or call 215-5870500.
Reconnect:
Intercultural gathering for
Adoration and Fellowship
The National Shrine of
St. John Neumann / St. Peter's Catholic Church
1019 N 5th St, Philadelphia, PA 19123
Contact us at (215) 587-4544 or
phillyOMYA@archphila.org
Event will be on Saturday, October 16th, 2021. We'll
begin with Adoration at 7PM. Our Presider will be
Archbishop Nelson J. Perez.
Appetizers and refreshments (an outdoor firepit social,
weather permitting) will follow
*CARPOOLING IS ENCOURAGED*

SmartLoving Breakthrough
An Online Course for spouses in
troubled marriages
If your marriage is under stress or
you feel disconnected from your spouse, but don’t know
how to ease the pain, join us for this online course.




Identify your conflict triggers.
Learn strategies to de-escalate an argument.
Restore hope with practical relationship strategies.
Visit smartloving.org/breakthrough. 50% sale for Our
Lady Undoer of Knots (ends September 30). Use
coupon code: UndoerofKnots.
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Life Sharing through Family
Living Respite
Who will care for your Adult special needs family
member when…?
 You are in the hospital
 You must attend a long distance event/meeting
 You need a break/vacation
 Your home is undergoing renovation
The Communities of Don Guanella and Divine
Providence specialize in caring for adults with
intellectual developmental disabilities. Our Life
Sharing through Family Living Respite Program
provides you and your loved ones with caregiving relief
when you need it most. All respite families have

Training in ID, Autism, medication administration,
and behavioral concerns

All federal and state mandated clearances

Trained social workers to provide oversight.
BECOME A LIFE SHARING FAMILY
Are you someone whom God is calling to share your
life and home? Our residential program needs people
like you to provide a loving home life for an adult with
IDD who wants to live in a family environment.
Training and daily stipends are available. Call or email
today! 484-472-5068 or 484-472-5069 or
cabrams@chs-adphila.org. For more information, visit
https://dgdpcommunities.org/.
World Day of Prayer for Migrants and Refugees Mass
Monday, Sept. 20, 2021, at 6:30 PM
The Miraculous Medal Shrine
500 Chelten Ave, Philadelphia, PA
Mass following the Miraculous Medal Novena and
Reception in the Lower Shrine from 7:30-8:30 p.m
The Archdiocese of Philadelphia will be hosting its
annual World Day of Prayer for Migrants and Refugees
celebration as a Mass at the Shrine. The event will be
sponsored by the Shrine, as well as the Office for the
Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees, The Office for
Black Catholics, and the Office of Hispanic Catholics,
with Bishop Edward Deliman presiding. Following
Mass, all are welcome to the Shrine’s lower level for
fellowship and prayer.
SCHOOL VAN DRIVER NEEDED
Merion Mercy Academy, in Merion Station, PA is
seeking a reliable, responsible and experienced
driver for its school van shuttle to the Narberth train
station. The hours are before and after school but dependent
on the new train schedule to be published in the next week or
two by SEPTA. Interested applicants should contact Mrs.
Marianne Grace at mgrace@merion-mercy.com or
610-664-6655, ext. 109.
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ANOINTING OF THE SICK
In case of serious illness, please contact the Rectory to make
arrangements. If someone is already in the hospital, be sure
to register as a Catholic so that the priest will visit.
COMMUNION CALLS
Parishioners unable to attend Mass regularly because of age
or illness should call the Rectory to make arrangements to
receive Communion at home. If any member of your family is
hospitalized, please be sure to register as a Catholic and
inform the Rectory so that a visit can be arranged.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on Sundays at 12:30
PM. Arrangements must be made in advance at the Rectory
by calling Msgr. Dougherty, ext. 12. If parents have not
attended a Baptism class, they must attend our Baptism
Preparation Seminar. Call the rectory to register for the class.
Godparents guidelines state that one godparent must be
Catholic. They must be at least 16 years of age, registered in
the parish where they live, fully initiated, and practicing their
faith; they must obtain a letter of eligibility from their own
parish. One practicing non-Catholic Christian may also be
admitted as a Christian Witness. The next Baptism
Preparation Seminar is Wednesday, September 29, 2021,
at 7:00pm in the Rectory.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Registered parishioners who wish to marry at St. Margaret
should contact Msgr. Dougherty. The Sacrament of Marriage
is celebrated after a period of preparation of not less than six
months. Engaged couples preparing for the Sacrament of
Marriage can register, explore possible dates or find out more
information for pre-marriage classes by visiting
PhilaMarriagePrep.com . For email inquiries,
Amy@PhilaMarriagePrep.com.
REGISTRATION
A warm welcome is extended to new parishioners. You may
register by calling the parish office during office hours to set
up an appointment. Parish registration is required for
reception of the Sacraments and letters of eligibility to serve
as godparent or sponsor.
REQUESTS FOR ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATES
The role of a sponsor is primarily a spiritual role to model a
Christian life for the child. Therefore, anyone requesting a
certificate must be a registered, participating member of St.
Margaret Parish, a practicing Catholic in good standing (not
living in violation of the church laws), at least 16 years of age
and have received the sacraments of initiation (Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist). Please call the rectory for an
appointment if you need a certificate.
SOCIAL NETWORKING WITH THE ARCHDIOCESE
http://www.facebook.com/ArchbishopPerez
www.twitter.com/ArchPhilly
www.youtube.com/user/CatholicPhilly
http:livestream.com/archphila
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BIBLE STUDY
The Bible Study meets every Tuesday from September to
June in the Antioch Annex (9:00 to 10:30am).
THE ROSARY
Every Saturday the Rosary is recited beginning after the 7am
Angelus. Come and pray with us.
PRAYER CIRCLE
Do you have an immediate prayer need or can you offer the
Gift of Prayer? Tap into our electronic Prayer Circle and
receive an outpouring of heartfelt prayer by members of St.
Margaret Parish and others. E-mail your prayer requests or if
you want to join the Prayer Circle at cbuhn@yahoo.com.
REMEMBER THOSE YOU LOVE
For a donation of $10.00, the sanctuary candle or altar
candles will burn for a week for your intention or in memory of
a loved one. Another memorial opportunity is to have flowers
placed on the altar for a donation of $100. Each week the
intention or memorial will be published in the bulletin. If you
would like to take advantage of these opportunities, please call
Teresa or Maryann at the rectory, 610-664-3770, Ext 10.
EUCHARIST FOR CELIAC COMMUNICANTS
St. Margaret Church is aware of the need to have the low
gluten hosts available at all Masses. If you or a member of
your family is interested in receiving Low-Gluten Holy
Eucharist at any Mass, please contact Maria at
mecarinato@gmail.com.
JOURNEY WITH US TO EXPLORE THE
CATHOLIC FAITH
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
is a journey to a deeper experience of God’s
love manifested through the teaching and treasures of the
Catholic Faith. St. Margaret Church offers instructions for
people seeking more information about the Catholic Faith, the
Sacraments and living the Christian Life. These instructions
are for adults who would like to inquire about following Jesus
and becoming a member of the Catholic Church, or, if you are
already a baptized Catholic would like to receive Confirmation
and Holy Communion. RCIA classes meet on Tuesday, at
7pm. Please contact Msgr. Dougherty at
pastor@saintmarg.org or 610-664-3770, Ext 12.

Catholic Answers Live - #1 Catholic
Radio Show. Monday - Friday, 6-8 PM.
One great program. Many ways to
listen! catholic.com/radio
Looking for local Catholic news?
It’s as easy as email - sign up for
the free, twice-weekly email newsletter of
CatholicPhilly.com, official news website of the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Sign up at
CatholicPhilly.com/newsletter.
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