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Rectory Office Business Hours
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Any requests for the weekly Bulletin should
be submitted by
Monday, 12:00 Noon.

Schedule of Masses
Saturday Evening Vigil: 5:15 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 8:45, 10:00 and 11:30 AM
Daily Monday - Friday: 7:00 AM,
followed by Morning Prayer
Saturday: 8:00 AM
Holy Day of Obligation
Vigil Mass - 7:00 PM
7:00 AM, 12:05 PM and 7:00 PM
(schedule subject to change on certain Holydays.
Check website for final schedule)
Eucharistic Exposition
7:30-8:30 AM Tuesday
7:30-8:00 AM - First Fridays
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:00 - 4:45 PM
Sunday before 7:30 AM Mass
Tuesday thru Saturday: 7:45-7:55 AM
or by appointment.

Palm Sunday of the passion of the lord
Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
Scholars of the Scriptures warn us not to be taken in by
Hollywood recreations of the Passion events in terms of
crowd size. The streets of old Jerusalem, which I have been
privileged to walk, were narrow to the point that we might
call them “alleys.” The procession of Our Lord that wound
up and down them on the way to Calvary would hardly have
to attract many people to be called “a crowd.” This is not to
ignore the real crowds that had followed Him during the
years of His missionary days.
We twenty-first century followers of Christ who follow in His
path know that crowd size hardly matters. We know enough
about Jesus to build our lives upon Him. We number in the
billions. No matter the number of times we hear Mark’s
gospel, it never loses its punch and power.
Some years ago there was a popular song derived from a
movie with the vapid lyric: “Love means never having to say
‘I’m sorry’.” What an empty definition when placed against
the scenes of Our Lord’s final hours! He shows us more
than what love looks like. He shows us love. St. John went
further when he wrote “God is love.”
Good Friday preachers struggle to say something new
about its implications and are often bereft of the right words.
All they can really do is stare in shock at what human hate
can produce against its target and remind us of God
showing us what love can do for the beloved. We are the
beloved in this case, and our often shameful indifference is
embarrassing to say the least.
All this becomes personal when we realize that our sins
had a part to play in this unique tragedy. Our ugly response
to God at times is what held the whips that lacerated His
back. Our overdrawn egos drove the thorns into His holy
Head. Our gross ingratitude hammered the nails into His
hands and feet. Our vulgar voices did the shouting at Him.
Our vincible ignorance spat at Him. Somehow we push all
that aside when we willfully sin.
In the end, the size of the original group of onlookers that
witnessed all this doesn’t matter. That His Mother Mary was
among them causes that ache in our throats that leads to
tears. That His aunts and the youngest Apostle were there,
gives our side a tiny morale boost. But the absence of the
other Eleven shames us. But we really must admit that “we
were there when they crucified Our Lord.” Only His divine
mercy makes us eligible for pardon.
So, as we begin Holy Week 2021, the call goes out to be a
people who pause to think and remember why all these
mostly ugly events happened. And if we need words, we
have those of our great St. Francis of Assisi: “We adore you
O Christ and we bless You, because by Your holy Cross
You have redeemed the world.”
God love you and give you His peace.

0110

MONDAY, March 29
7:00 AM
Ronald Clark
TUESDAY, March 30
7:00 AM
Beth McMordie
WEDNESDAY, March 31
7:00 AM
Michael McColgan

HOLY THURSDAY, April 1
8:00 AM MORNING PRAYER
7:30 PM MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
FRIDAY, April 2
8:00 AM MORNING PRAYER
3:00 PM CELEBRATION OF LORD’S PASSION
7:30 PM STATIONS OF THE CROSS
SATURDAY, April 3
8:00 AM MORNING PRAYER
7:30 PM EASTER VIGIL
The Week of March 28, 2021
The sanctuary Candle will burn
In memory of Michael mccolgan.
Msgr. Dougherty offers a Mass each Sunday for all
the parishioners and for those enrolled in the church
memorial fund.
Weekend Mass Schedule April 2-3
(Priest scheduled is subject to change)
Saturday, April 2
Confessions 8:30—9:30 AM - Msgr. Dougherty &
Fr. Cossavella
Confessions 3:30 - 4:45 PM - Msgr. Dougherty &
Fr. Cossavella
7:30 PM Easter Vigil - Msgr. Dougherty
Sunday, April 3
7:30 AM - Fr. Cossavella
8:45 AM - Fr. DePrinzio
10:00 AM - Fr. Pesarchick
11:30 AM - Msgr. Dougherty
Weekend of March 21, 2021:
Collection in Church:
Electronic Funds Transfer:
Mail In:
Parish On Line:
Envelopes:

$ 10,265
$ 3,085
$
591
$ 2,310
$ 4,279
149

The Weekend of March 22, 2020: $4,495
I sincerely thank you for continuing to live faithful
stewardship. God bless you and your families.
Msgr. Dougherty
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Parish Theme for 2020-2021

Rejoice in Hope; Endure in Affliction; Persevere in Prayer
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord – Today is the day on which we recall the triumphal entry of our Lord
into Jerusalem and his suffering and death on the cross. At the beginning of Mass the gospel of the Lord’s entry into
Jerusalem is read and during the Mass the Passion of the Lord is proclaimed. We meditate this day on the depth of
the Lord’s love for us. He went up to Jerusalem to suffer and die for us. The passion of the Lord is read in its
entirety to impress upon us all the suffering and humiliation the Lord bore out of love for us. The Passion of the
Lord is meant to touch and move our hearts to a greater love for him. St. Veronica exemplifies what our response
should be. She was moved by the sight of the Lord suffering so immensely and stepped forward to show her love for
him by tenderly wiping his face. May we be moved by the Lord’s passion to a greater love for him and express that
love by a tender love and compassion for all those who are suffering. It is by serving the needs of our suffering
brothers and sisters that we reach out to the Lord as Veronica did.
Holy Week – This is the most sacred and solemn week of the Church Year. Come and worship. As we recall and
celebrate the suffering, death and resurrection of our Lord in a special way this week, we are able to come to a
deeper union with him. He suffered, died and rose that he might share his very own life with us. We lift up our
hearts in praise and thanks for his great love for us and we open our hearts to receive his life and light. In praising
God and appreciating his love for us, we become sanctified through sharing in his life. There are many graces the
Lord wants to pour out on you this week. Come to him with heartfelt devotion and let him sanctify your mind and
heart. Here are the Holy Week Services:
Holy Thursday, April 1
8:00 am – Morning Prayer
7:30 pm – Mass of the Lord’s Supper, followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament until 10:30 pm
10:30 pm – Night Prayer
Good Friday, April 2
8:00 am – Morning Prayer
3:00 pm – The Celebration of the Passion of the Lord
7:30 pm – Solemn Stations of the Cross
Holy Saturday, April 3
8:00 am – Morning Prayer
7:30 pm – Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday: Regular Sunday Schedule- 7:30, 8:45, 10:00 and 11:30 am
Confessions - Wednesday, March 31 from 7:00 – 8:00 pm
Saturday, April 3, 8:30 – 9:30 am and 3:30 – 4:45 pm
Interfaith Bible Text Study—St. Margaret Parish has been invited by Har Zion Temple, Penn Valley, and Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church, Narberth, to participate in a three-night (virtual) interfaith text study. The remaining
session will be held on Wednesday, March 31. The group will meet on Zoom from 7 pm to 8:15 pm. The theme for
this scripture study is “Liberation & Freedom.” Seats for each congregation are limited, so please email Nicole at
faith@saintmarg.org to claim your spot and receive the Zoom information.
Collection for Holy Land Shrines on Good Friday – On Good Friday there will be a special collection for the
support of the Holy Land Shrines and Christians living in the Holy Land.
Rice Bowl Collection – The Rice Bowl Collection will take place next weekend on Easter, April 3-4. Baskets for
that purpose will be in the vestibule.
Consecration to St. Joseph – Please join us in making the consecration to St. Joseph on Saturday, May 1 either
privately at home or at the 8:00 am Mass. The thirty-three days of preparation leading up to the Consecration begin
on Tuesday, March 30. The book entitled “Consecration to St. Joseph” that was made available to you contains all
the prayers and readings for each day. It requires a commitment of about 20 minutes each day. Go to Joseph and let
him lead you closer to Jesus.
Catholic Charites Appeal 2021 – Please give to this important Appeal to help the needy in our Archdiocese. Your
contributions support many valuable programs of the Archdiocese that assist the hungry, those with disabilities, the
elderly and families in need. You can donate by using the envelope mailed to you. Envelopes are also available in
the vestibule of Church, or you can donate online at catholiccharitiesappeal.org.
Helping Other People in Emergency
Suspended until further notice.

Lankenau Ministry continues to be suspended
due to COVID 19 until further notice.
0110
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Year of St. Joseph – St. Francis de Sales said about St.
Joseph: “Truly, I doubt not that the angels, wondering
and adoring, came thronging in countless multitudes to
that poor workshop to admire the humility of him who
guarded that dear and divine child, and labored at his
carpenter’s trade to support the son and mother who
were committed to his care.” Joseph’s everyday love of
Jesus and Mary and his faithful fulfillment of the
mission entrusted to him by God is a great example for
all of us. His work was not spectacular or extraordinary,
on the surface he was fulfilling ordinary tasks, but his
devotion, his obedience to the will of the Father, and his
humility made Joseph an extraordinary man. May we
throng to him with love so that we can emulate his
holiness.

Church Teaching: Sunday, Day of Joy – “Blessed be
he who has raised the great day of Sunday above all
other days. The heavens and the earth, angels and
people give themselves over to joy.” This cry of the
Maronite liturgy captures well the intense acclamations
of joy that have always characterized Sunday in the
liturgy of both East and West. Moreover, historically,
Christians celebrated the weekly day of the Risen Lord
primarily as a day of joy. “On the first day of the week,
you shall all rejoice,” urges the Didascalia. This was
also emphasized by liturgical practice, through the
choice of appropriate gestures. Voicing an awareness
widespread in the church, Saint Augustine describes the
joy of the weekly Easter: “Fasting is set aside and
prayers are said standing as a sign of the Resurrection,
which is also why the alleluia is sung on every Sunday.”

Spiritual Thought – The heart of Jesus thrills with joy
when, humbly acknowledging our fault, we come to
fling ourselves into his arms, imploring forgiveness.
(Father Gabriel of Saint Mary Magdalen)
The Annual Archdiocesan Mass Honoring the Gifts
of Persons with Disabilities, The Deaf Community,
Family, Friends and Caregivers
Sunday, April 25, 2021 at 3:00 pm
The Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter and Paul
Archbishop Nelson J. Pérez, Archbishop of Philadelphia,
will be the principal celebrant and homilist. St.
Christopher Parish Schola will provide the liturgical
music. All are Welcome. To RSVP go to
www.opdarchphilly.org, email opd@archphila.org or
call the Office for Persons with Disabilities at 215-5873530 with the number attending.
We have been informed that the following
students have achieved honors during the
first semester at Sacred Heart Academy in
Bryn Mawr. Congratulations!
High Honors (GPA between 3.75 and 3.99)
Kiley Krug '22
Abby Braun ‘22
Highest Honors (GPA of 4.00 or higher )
Emma Karn '21
Ainsley Davis '22
Makenzie Fisher '24
Maya Walker '24
St. Margaret Church is open from
7:30 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday
through Friday, 7:30 AM to 6:30 PM
on Saturday, and 7:15 AM to 1:30
PM on Sunday.

Quo Vadis
June 28—July 1, 2021
LOTTERY IS OPEN
The Vocation Office is excited to be offering our
annual Quo V adis Camp as an in-person event in 2021!
This year’s camp will be held at Black Rock Retreat
Center in Quarryville, PA. This camp offers high school
men, incoming freshmen to graduated seniors, an
opportunity to grow and remain active in their faith and
interact with other faithful young men from diverse
backgrounds.
Due to the necessary COVID-19 precautions,
registration will be limited to 50 high school men,
therefore registration will be by lottery which will open
at 9AM March 1 and close at midnight April 30. For
more information, please contact Jillian Minnich at
jminnich@archphila.org or Sue Matour at
smatour@archphila.org.
Online Giving - Saint Margaret
Parish has arranged a convenient and
secure method of online giving. You
can set up all your second collections in advance.
Create or login to your Parish Giving account by going
to the Parish website and clicking on the logo at the
lower right or https://tinyurl.com/StMargGiving.
This is an easy way to continue to support your parish
both during the COVID-19 pandemic and going
forward. Thank you!
Tax Information for 2020: To properly claim
your donations to the Church, the IRS may
require a donation receipt. To request your
information go here http://tinyurl.com/
stmargtax or contact the rectory during normal business
hours, 610-664-3770.

A Little Humor – A first grade girl admired the long ponytail of her teacher. She followed by telling her, “You look
so beautiful. You look just like a horse.”
0110
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FAST AND ABSTINENCE
AND OTHER ACTS OF PENANCE FOR LENT
The Bishops of the United States prescribe, as minimal
obligation, that all persons who are fourteen years of age and
older are bound to abstain from eating meat on Ash
Wednesday, February 17, 2021, on all the Fridays of Lent and
Good Friday (with the exception of Friday, March 19th, The
Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary).
Further, all persons eighteen years of age and older, up to and
including their fifty-ninth birthday, are bound to fast by limiting
themselves to a single full meal on Ash Wednesday and on
Good Friday, while the other two meals on those days are to
be light.
All the faithful are encouraged, when possible, to
participate at Mass and to receive the Holy Eucharist daily, to
celebrate frequently the Sacrament of Penance, to undertake
spiritual reading, especially the study of the Sacred Scriptures,
and to participate in parish Lenten devotions as well as Lenten
education programs. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is
especially recommended.
All are encouraged to participate in Operation Rice Bowl
which has aided countless hungry persons here in the
Archdiocese as well as throughout our nation and our world.
SERVING THE SUFFERING CHRIST
As we enter Holy Week and celebrate
Palm Sunday, let’s reflect on how our Lord suffered
from our indifference: those who proclaimed him king
of Jerusalem were the same who called to crucify him.
We recognize we are all one human family. Are we
contributing to the suffering of our sisters and brothers
with our indifference to their realities? How does our
faith inspire us to care for them and share the gifts that
God has bestowed on us? Visit crsricebowl.org to learn
more.
Rice Bowl Lenten Almsgiving
PLEASE NOTE: The collection date for our inchurch Rice Bowl donations has been changed to
Easter Weekend, April 3 and 4. Rice Bowl donations
may be made in two ways this year: collected in the
Church on Easter Weekend OR donate online using
our parish's unique CRS website: https://
crs.donordrive.com/participant/st-margaret-church.
Thank you!
St. Margaret School
.St. Margaret School is welcoming applicants
for the fall of 2021-22. Apply early for our 4
year old prekindergarten, and Full Day
Kindergarten to secure a seat. Our goals
include in person learning, while keeping your children
safe with high academic standards. Applications for
grades 1 to 7 are considered on an individual basis.
For more information email info@smsnarberth.org.
0110

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
On Good Friday, April 2, 2021, we celebrate the mystery of
the Lord’s Passion, contemplating the sacrifice by which Jesus
redeemed the human race from sin and death. It also has
been our long standing tradition as Catholics to offer alms in
support of the Catholic Community in the Holy Land.
As directed by our Holy Father, Pope Francis, funds
generated by this collection support programs and services in
the Holy Land. Support is needed to maintain the sacred
places, to provide educational and pastoral programs as well
as outreach programs for the poor through established
charitable institutions.
On behalf of those Christians and others in so much need, I
seek your most generous and sacrificial support of the Good
Friday Collection for the Holy Land on April 2, 2021. I
know that God our Father will reward your generosity beyond
all measure.
Gratefully and with best wishes in Jesus Christ,
Most Reverend Nelson J. Pérez, D.D.
Archbishop of Philadelphia
Hope Blooms: A Retreat
for Catholic Women
Healing from Betrayal
Trauma
Shrine of St. Therese of Lisieux, Nesquehoning, PA
April 9-10 (Virtual or In-Person)
This retreat is for women seeking healing from
betrayal trauma, that is, discovering a spouse’s or
significant other’s pornography use, infidelity, and/or
sex addiction. Gather with us this Divine Mercy
weekend as we lay our pain, our sorrow and our
betrayals at the Lord’s feet. With expectant faith, let us
open our hands and our hearts to receive His merciful
outpouring. Virtual and In-Person options. Either way,
come and experience the talks, meditations, sacred
movements, small group activities, Mass and Adoration
that make up this healing experience.
Learn more and register at https://hopesgarden.com/
hope-blooms-healing-retreat-april-2021 or email De
Yarrison: de@youaremadenew.com.
Nightly Rosary to End Coronavirus
WILL CONTINUE UNTIL DECEMBER 8, 2021!
Households across the
Archdiocese and beyond have
been praying the rosary together
for a full year. Now, with the
added intention of praying for our
Church, the rosary will continue in
English at 8PM, Monday through Thursday, until the
end of the Y ear of St. Joseph, December 8, 2021!
Please join with the zoom link found at phillyevang.org/
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ANOINTING OF THE SICK
In case of serious illness, please contact the Rectory to make
arrangements. If someone is already in the hospital, be sure
to register as a Catholic so that the priest will visit.
COMMUNION CALLS
Parishioners unable to attend Mass regularly because of age
or illness should call the Rectory to make arrangements to
receive Communion at home. If any member of your family is
hospitalized, please be sure to register as a Catholic and
inform the Rectory so that a visit can be arranged.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on Sundays at 12:30
PM. Arrangements must be made in advance at the Rectory
by calling Msgr. Dougherty, ext. 12. If parents have not
attended a Baptism class, they must attend our Baptism
Preparation Seminar. Call the rectory to register for the class.
Godparents guidelines state that one godparent must be
Catholic. They must be at least 16 years of age, registered in
the parish where they live, fully initiated, and practicing their
faith; they must obtain a letter of eligibility from their own
parish. One practicing non-Catholic Christian may also be
admitted as a Christian Witness. The next Baptism
Preparation Seminar is Thursday, April 22, 2021 at 7:00pm
in the Rectory.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Registered parishioners who wish to marry at St. Margaret
should contact Msgr. Dougherty. The Sacrament of Marriage
is celebrated after a period of preparation of not less than six
months. Engaged couples preparing for the Sacrament of
Marriage can register, explore possible dates or find out more
information for pre-marriage classes by visiting
PhilaMarriagePrep.com . For email inquiries,
Amy@PhilaMarriagePrep.com.
REGISTRATION
A warm welcome is extended to new parishioners. You may
register by calling the parish office during office hours to set
up an appointment. Parish registration is required for
reception of the Sacraments and letters of eligibility to serve
as godparent or sponsor.
REQUESTS FOR ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATES
The role of a sponsor is primarily a spiritual role to model a
Christian life for the child. Therefore, anyone requesting a
certificate must be a registered, participating member of St.
Margaret Parish, a practicing Catholic in good standing (not
living in violation of the church laws), at least 16 years of age
and have received the sacraments of initiation (Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist). Please call the rectory for an
appointment if you need a certificate.
SOCIAL NETWORKING WITH THE ARCHDIOCESE
http://www.facebook.com/ArchbishopPerez
www.twitter.com/ArchPhilly
www.youtube.com/user/CatholicPhilly
http:livestream.com/archphila
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BIBLE STUDY
The Bible Study meets every Tuesday from September to
June in the Antioch Annex (9:00 to 10:30am).
THE ROSARY
Every Saturday the Rosary is recited beginning after the 7am
Angelus. Come and pray with us.
PRAYER CIRCLE
Do you have an immediate prayer need or can you offer the
Gift of Prayer? Tap into our electronic Prayer Circle and
receive an outpouring of heartfelt prayer by members of St.
Margaret Parish and others. E-mail your prayer requests or if
you want to join the Prayer Circle at cbuhn@yahoo.com.
REMEMBER THOSE YOU LOVE
For a donation of $10.00, the sanctuary candle or altar
candles will burn for a week for your intention or in memory of
a loved one. Another memorial opportunity is to have flowers
placed on the altar for a donation of $100. Each week the
intention or memorial will be published in the bulletin. If you
would like to take advantage of these opportunities, please call
Teresa or Maryann at the rectory, 610-664-3770, Ext 10.
EUCHARIST FOR CELIAC COMMUNICANTS
St. Margaret Church is aware of the need to have the low
gluten hosts available at all Masses. If you or a member of
your family is interested in receiving Low-Gluten Holy
Eucharist at any Mass, please contact Maria at
mecarinato@gmail.com.
JOURNEY WITH US TO EXPLORE THE
CATHOLIC FAITH
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
is a journey to a deeper experience of God’s
love manifested through the teaching and treasures of the
Catholic Faith. St. Margaret Church offers instructions for
people seeking more information about the Catholic Faith, the
Sacraments and living the Christian Life. These instructions
are for adults who would like to inquire about following Jesus
and becoming a member of the Catholic Church, or, if you are
already a baptized Catholic would like to receive Confirmation
and Holy Communion. RCIA classes meet on Tuesday, at
7pm. Please contact Msgr. Dougherty at
pastor@saintmarg.org or 610-664-3770, Ext 12.

Catholic Answers Live - #1 Catholic
Radio Show. Monday - Friday, 6-8 PM.
One great program. Many ways to
listen! catholic.com/radio
Looking for local Catholic news?
It’s as easy as email - sign up for
the free, twice-weekly email newsletter of
CatholicPhilly.com, official news website of the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Sign up at
CatholicPhilly.com/newsletter.
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