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Scrip Sales
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
FROM 9AM TO 4:30 PM IN THE RECTORY
**************
****************

Rectory Office Business Hours
Monday - Friday 9:00AM to 4:30PM
CLOSED WEEKENDS
Any requests for the weekly Bulletin should be
submitted by
Monday, 12:00 Noon.

Schedule of Masses
Saturday Evening Vigil: 5:15 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 10:00 and 11:30 AM
Daily Monday - Friday: 7:00 AM,
followed by Morning Prayer
Saturday: 8:00 AM
Holy Day of Obligation
Vigil Mass - 7:00 PM
7:00 AM, 12:05 PM and 7:00 PM
(schedule subject to change on certain Holydays.
Check website for final schedule)
Eucharistic Exposition
7:30-8:30 AM Tuesday
7:30-8:00 AM - First Fridays
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:00 - 4:45 PM
Sunday before 7:30 AM Mass
Tuesday thru Saturday: 7:45-7:55 AM
or by appointment.

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

Background on the Gospel Reading
In today’s Gospel, the dialogue between Jesus and a woman
from Samaria is among the most lengthy and most theological
found in Scripture. The most startling aspect of the
conversation is that it happens at all. Jesus, an observant
Jew of that time, was expected to avoid conversation with
women in public. The animosity between the Jews and the
Samaritans should have prevented the conversation as well.
The woman herself alludes to the break from tradition: “How
can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?”
Yet Jesus not only converses with the woman, he also asks to
share her drinking vessel, an action that makes him unclean
according to Jewish law.
The initial conversation between Jesus and the woman is
better understood if we consider the importance of water,
especially in the climate of Israel. At first, the woman
understands Jesus’ promise of “living water” in a literal sense:
“Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be thirsty or have to
keep coming here to draw water.” With no running water, the
daily trip to the well by the women of the community was of
paramount importance. The women of the town would have
traveled to the well in the early morning, but this woman came
to the well at noon, the hottest time of the day. The timing of
her visit is a clear sign that she is an outcast within the
Samaritan community. We learn in her conversation with
Jesus that she is an outcast because of her “many husbands.”
Behind the conversation lies the animosity and rivalry
between the Jews and the Samaritans. Samaritans shared
Jewish ancestry, but Samaritans had intermarried with
foreigners when they lived under the rule of the Assyrians.
Samaritan religion included worship of Yahweh, but was also
influenced by the worship of other gods. When the Jews
refused Samaritan help in the building of the Temple at
Jerusalem, the Samaritans eventually built a temple for
themselves at Mt. Gerizim (the same mountain mentioned by
the woman at the well). Like the Jews, the Samaritans
believed that a Messiah would come.
The high point of the conversation is when Jesus reveals
himself to her as the Messiah.
After the conversation, the Samaritan woman becomes a
disciple. Even though she is an outcast and not a Jew, she
returns to her town to lead others to Jesus and to wonder
whether she has found the Messiah. The Samaritan
townspeople return with her to meet Jesus for themselves,
and many are said to come to believe in him.
The significance of the encounter between Jesus and the
Samaritan woman has many levels. The first is personal:
The woman is herself converted to belief in Jesus as Messiah
because he knows her sin but speaks with her just the same.
The second is social: Having come to know Jesus as the
Messiah, the Samaritan woman becomes an evangelist to her
own people.
The third level of the story is educational: Jesus uses his
encounter with the Samaritan woman to teach his disciples
that God’s mercy is without limit.
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MONDAY, March 16
7:00 AM
Robert Neely
TUESDAY, March 17
7:00 AM
Patricia Dougherty
WEDNESDAY, March 18
7:00 AM
Holy Souls in Purgatory
THURSDAY, March 19
7:00 AM
Joseph Bizzarri
FRIDAY, March 20
7:00 AM
Nafeh Aziz Almemar
SATURDAY, March 21
8:00 AM
Jack McShea
Msgr. Dougherty offers a Mass each Sunday for all
the parishioners and for those enrolled in the church
memorial fund.
THE WEEK OF MARCH 15, 2020
THE SANCTUARY CANDLE WILL BURN
IN MEMORY OF

SUZANNE WARD.
Weekend Mass Schedule March 21-22
(Priest scheduled is subject to change)
Saturday, March 21
Confessions 4:00 - 4:45 PM - Msgr. Dougherty
5:15 PM - Msgr. Dougherty
Sunday, March 22
7:30 AM - Fr. Pesarchick
10:00 AM - Fr. DePrinzio
11:30 AM - Msgr. Dougherty
THE STEWARDSHIP REPORT
Weekend of March 8, 2020:
Including Electronic Funds Transfer
Mail In:
Parish On Line:
Envelopes:

$
$
$
$

8,376
665
720
2,130
201

The Weekend of March 10, 2019: $10,023
I sincerely thank you for continuing to live faithful
stewardship. God bless you and your families.
Msgr. Dougherty
HELPING OTHER PEOPLE IN EMERGENCY
Week of March 15, 2020
Pam Owsik 610-659-7021
Please call as early in the week as possible.
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Directives from the Archdiocese and Parish in Response to the Potential Spread of the Coronavirus – 1)
Priests, deacons, and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion are to wash their hands with soap and water prior
to the celebration of Mass. 2) Extraordinary ministers will use a hand sanitizer prior to distributing Communion. In
addition to the usual purification of fingers with water after Communion, all Communion ministers should again
wash their hands. 3) The distribution of the Precious Blood to liturgical ministers and the faithful is suspended. 4) If
invited to offer the sign of peace at Mass, you should do it without physical contact. You can simply speak the
words “Peace be with you” to those around you.
Mass for Presentation of Candidates for Confirmation – The young people to be confirmed in the Fall of 2020
will be attending the 5:15 pm Mass on Saturday, March 21 to be officially presented as candidates for Confirmation.
A potluck dinner in the Annex following the Mass has been canceled.
Olive Wood Carvings – A group entitled “The Shepherds of Bethlehem” will be displaying olive wood carvings
after all the Masses this weekend. Their mission is to support Christian families to keep them from fleeing the Holy
Land. The carvings are perfect gifts remembering the life of our Lord and Savior.
Deanery Visits by Archbishop Perez – Archbishop Nelson Perez will be visiting all the Deaneries of the
Archdiocese over the next couple of months. The Archbishop will be celebrating Mass for the people of Deaneries
five and six, which comprise the parishes of Western Montgomery County, the Main Line, Bridgeport, and
Roxborough, on Wednesday, May 6 at 7 pm in St. Helena Church, Blue Bell. All are welcome to attend.
Catholic Charities Appeal 2020 – The 2020 Appeal is now underway. Forty-five parishioners have already
contributed a total of $12,385 toward our goal of $84,835. For the 2019 Appeal we raised over $91,000 and
exceeded our goal. Thank you for your generosity to last year’s Appeal. Your support of the 2020 Appeal would be
greatly appreciated. Your generosity funds many programs for the needy and those in need of spiritual assistance,
such as the Archdiocesan Office for the Deaf Apostolate, and helps to sustain efforts at evangelization, so that the
light of Christ can be shared with others. You can mail in your donation using the envelope you received at home
(additional envelopes are at the doors of Church), or you can go to catholiccharitiesappeal.org. Thank you for your
willingness to assist this important Archdiocesan Appeal.
Safe Environment Training – St. Margaret’s will host a Safe Environment training session in the Annex. This
training is required for all Parish volunteers in all ministries and activities. The training will be held Sunday, March
22 from 1-3:30 PM (arrive by 12:45). You must pre-register. Any questions, email Beth Mirzai at
safe@saintmarg.org.
Additional Time for Confession – You are reminded that during Lent, confession will be available from 8:00 –
9:00 pm on Tuesday Evenings.
Pastoral Council Meeting – The Council will meet on Wednesday, March 18 at 7:00 pm in the Antioch Annex.
24 Hours for the Lord - Pope Francis has encouraged Parishes throughout the world to observe a special Lenten
time of adoration and recommitment to the Lord on Friday evening, March 20 and Saturday, March 21. We will
offer Stations of the Cross on Friday evening. The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed after the 8:00 am Mass on
Saturday until 12 noon. Come and spend some time in quiet prayer before the Lord. Confessions will be available
from 11:00 am to 12 noon. Lent is a fitting time to seek forgiveness for our sins and come back to the Lord with all
our hearts.
Rosary Rally for Vocations on March 25 – This Rally will take place at Cardinal O’Hara High School and several
other locations in the Archdiocese. Come and pray for vocations and hear about a new initiative from the Serra Club
to promote vocations to the priesthood and religious life.
Church Teaching: the Mass – The Eucharist or principal sacramental celebration of the Church, established by
Jesus at the Last Supper, in which the mystery of our salvation through participation in the sacrificial death and
glorious Resurrection of Christ is renewed and accomplished. The Mass renews the paschal sacrifice of Christ as
the sacrifice offered by the Church. It is called “Mass” (from the Latin “missa”) because of the “mission” or
“sending” with which the liturgical celebration concludes. (from the Catechism of the Catholic Church)
A Little Humor – Overheard: “I think our bank is in trouble. I was about to complete a withdrawal at the ATM and
the machine asked me if I wanted to go double or nothing.
0110
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Message from Mrs Johnson, Principal
Black History Month - As we closed the month of February, our students enjoyed the daily biographical readings,
by our second grade class. The fifth grade created an added excitement by presenting the students with a daily
challenge of “who was this person.” The race to the classroom with the correct answer was the biggest challenge.
We closed our month with a powerful recitation of Hey Black Child by Countee Cullen. Devynn Anderson from
Pre KA mesmerized us with her perfect delivery.
Lent has begun and our virtue for the month of March is respect. We have asked our children to think about the
one thing that they would like to change to deepen their relationship with Jesus. Lent provides us with the time to
reflect and practice change in small ways. Each child has been given a rice bowl. The money that they will collect
in their bowl will be given to the parish as the school’s contribution to Catholic Relief Services.
Thank you for all of your support. May Lent teach us the ways of mercy and forgiveness.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Due Monday: LENTEN CAPTAIN CHUCKY’S CRAB CAKE SALE (SMS 8TH GRADE FUNDRAISER)
Call the school office or stop in if you would like an order form.
MAGGIE'S PUB – Thank you to all of our families and sponsors for this year’s Maggie’s Pub:
Gold Sponsor - Emery Family; Bronze Sponsor - Sara Friel Olender/Berkshire BHHS Fox & Roach/The Olender
Family; Seal Events/The Seal Family; Duffy Real Estate/The Hocker Family; Flitter Milz, P.C./The Milz Family;
Blue and White Sponsor - The Carmody Family; DeMaio Allstate Agency/The DeMaio Family; The Papatsiaras
Family; Friend of SMS - The Barone Family; Ray Custom Shirt Maker/The Nepomuceno Family; Supporter of
SMS - SMS Class of 2021; SMS Class of 2022; SMS Class of 2024; SMS JVA Girls Basketball; SMS VB Boys
Basketball; The Filippone Family.
CYO Spring Sports
Baseball
3rd & 4th Grade; JV - 5th to 6th
Grade; Varsity - 7th to 8th Grade
Track
1st to 8th Grade
Registration is now open. All age-grade appropriate
parish members and parish school attendees are eligible
to participate. Practice-Tryouts will begin in March
depending on weather. All players must be registered
prior to participating in practice-tryouts. The link is
http://stmargaret.website.sportssignup.com. For
questions, please contact Jim McNulty at
jpm0075@gmail.com.
Online Giving - Saint Margaret Parish
has arranged a secure method of online
giving. You can set up all your second
collections in advance. Create or login to your Parish Giving
account by going to the Parish website and clicking on the
logo at the lower right or https://tinyurl.com/StMargGiving.
Tax Information for 2019
To properly claim your donations to the
Church, the IRS may require a donation
receipt. To request your information go here
http://tinyurl.com/stmargtax or contact the
rectory during normal business hours, 610-664-3770.
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Safe Environment Training
St. Margaret’s will host a Safe Environment training
session in the Annex. This training is required for all
Parish volunteers in all ministries and activities. The
training will be held Sunday, March 22 from 1-3:30 PM
(arrive by 12:45). You must pre-register. Any
questions, email Beth Mirzai at safe@saintmarg.org.
LENTEN FAIR TRADE SALE
Our parish Peace and Justice Committee will host a Lenten
Fair Trade Sale of coffee, tea, chocolate and hot chocolate in
the Antioch Annex after all Masses on the weekend of March
21 and 22.
Fair Trade creates opportunities for us to bring core values of
our faith to bear on the choices we make as consumers choices that have the power to lift our sisters and brothers out
of poverty. Therefore, when you purchase Fair Trade products
your purchase ensures that the farmers who grew these
products get a fair price.
We hope to see you at the sale! THANK YOU!!
Meet Yvone from Kenya. She learned proper nutrition
and hygiene practices to help keep her healthy and in
school. Yvone now has a chance to dream and the
strength to follow those dreams. How can you ensure
that young people in your community receive proper
nutrition? Visit crsricebowl.org for more.
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Rosary Rally for Vocations
Wednesday, March 25, 2020
7:00 - 8:15 PM
The Annunciation of the Lord
On the Feast of her profound YES, we will honor Our
Blessed Mother by praying the rosary simultaneously at
seven locations throughout the Archdiocese, including
Cardinal O’Hara High School, asking for her protection
and intercession as we pray for vocations! For more
information, visit HeedTheCall.org/RosaryRally.
Post-Abortion Healing Retreat - Rachel’s Vineyard
Ministries - March 27-29, 2020. For more information, 215720-5828 or RachelsVineyardGP@gmail.com.
Why a Catholic School for your family? At St.
Margaret School we focus on - Learn, Serve, Lead,
and Succeed through the tenets of our faith. Current
openings will fill quickly for St. Margaret, Narberth
PREKINDERGARTEN – 4 Year Old Program. We
have it all. Weekly specials include Library, Music,
Spanish, PE, Technology/Computers, and Art. Our
curriculum prepares your child for kindergarten and
beyond with a focus on virtues for life and leading to
succeed. Visit to reserve your child/family the
opportunity of a lifetime in our Catholic parish
elementary school serving Lower Merion and the local
parishes. We have openings for our Pre K 4 Years
Old Program; children must be 4 before Sept 1.
Visit any Walk in Wednesday 8:30 to 10:30 am or
schedule a tour: info@smsnarberth.org.
We are your parish school, visit today to engage
faith in education every day.
Nutritional Development Services (NDS)
of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia is
hosting an online Lenten “One-Can Meal”
Food Drive through April 3 to enable broad and
meaningful participation in the Lenten Season.
This annual food drive helps to stock the shelves of
NDS’ network of food cupboards throughout the
Greater Philadelphia region and to benefit those who do
not have access to nutritious sustenance.
Those interested in helping our neighbors in need can
support NDS’ Community Food Program by purchasing
“one-can” meal food items online through You Give
Goods at https://yougivegoods.com/lentendrive2020.
Spiritual Thought – Grace does not work like a penny
in the slot machine. Grace will move you only when
you want it to move you, and only when you let it move
you. The supernatural order supposes the freedom of
the natural order, but does not destroy it. (Venerable
Fulton J. Sheen)
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FAST AND ABSTINENCE
AND OTHER ACTS OF PENANCE FOR LENT
The Bishops of the United States prescribe, as minimal
obligation, that all persons who are fourteen years of age and
older are bound to abstain from eating meat on Ash
Wednesday, February 26, 2020, on all the Fridays of Lent and
Good Friday. Further, all persons eighteen years of age and
older, up to and including their fifty-ninth birthday, are bound to
fast by limiting themselves to a single full meal on Ash
Wednesday and on Good Friday, while the other two meals on
those days are to be light.
All the faithful are encouraged, when possible, to
participate at Mass and to receive the Holy Eucharist daily, to
celebrate frequently the Sacrament of Penance, to undertake
spiritual reading, especially the study of the Sacred Scriptures,
and to participate in parish Lenten devotions as well as Lenten
education programs. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is
especially recommended.
All are encouraged to participate in Operation Rice Bowl
which has aided countless hungry persons here in the
Archdiocese as well as throughout our nation and our world.
You Are Called to Holiness
Please join us for a Day of Recollection and Conference
on “You Are Called to Holiness” on Saturday, April 4th
from 9:00 AM to 6:15 PM at the Cathedral Basilica of
SS. Peter and Paul in Philadelphia with the following
speakers: His Eminence Raymond Cardinal Burke,
D.D., J.C.D., Member and prefect Emeritus, Supreme
Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura; the Most Reverend
Joseph E. Strickland, J.C.L., Bishop of Tyler, Texas;
and Rev. Gerald Dennis Gill, S.L.L., Director of the
Office for Divine Worship and Rector and Pastor,
Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter and Paul. We will have
Eucharistic Adoration and recitation of the Rosary and
the presence of the National Pilgrim Virgin Statue of
Our Lady of Fatima. His Eminence Raymond Cardinal
Burke will be the principal celebrant at the 5:15 PM
Palm Sunday Vigil Mass in the Cathedral Basilica. The
Cathedral Basilica Choir will sing at the Mass.
Reservations are required. To download a flyer and
registration form, please go to our website:
www.stjohnneumannchapter.org. For more
information, call 215-247-2585.
A Dangerous Idea - Eugenics, Genetics, and the
American Dream
Film Screening and Panel Discussion - Friday, March
20, 2020, 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Rosemont College, 1400 Montgomery Ave, Rosemont,
PA - Rotwitt Theater, Dorothy McKenna Brown
Science Building. For more information: https://
www.rosemont.edu/about/the-institute/events/.
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ANOINTING OF THE SICK
In case of serious illness, please contact the Rectory to make
arrangements. If someone is already in the hospital, be sure
to register as a Catholic so that the priest will visit.
COMMUNION CALLS
Parishioners unable to attend Mass regularly because of age
or illness should call the Rectory to make arrangements to
receive Communion at home. If any member of your family is
hospitalized, please be sure to register as a Catholic and
inform the Rectory so that a visit can be arranged.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on Sundays at 1:00
PM. Arrangements must be made in advance at the Rectory
by calling Msgr. Dougherty, ext. 12. If parents have not
attended a Baptism class, they must attend our Baptism
Preparation Seminar. Call the rectory to register for the class.
Godparents guidelines state that one godparent must be
Catholic. They must be at least 16 years of age, registered in
the parish where they live, fully initiated, and practicing their
faith; they must obtain a letter of eligibility from their own
parish. One practicing non-Catholic Christian may also be
admitted as a Christian Witness. The next Baptism
Preparation Seminar is Thursday, March 19, 2020 at
7:00pm in the Rectory.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Registered parishioners who wish to marry at St. Margaret
should contact Msgr. Dougherty. The Sacrament of Marriage
is celebrated after a period of preparation of not less than six
months. Engaged couples preparing for the Sacrament of
Marriage can register, explore possible dates or find out more
information for pre-marriage classes by visiting
PhilaMarriagePrep.com . For email inquiries,
Amy@PhilaMarriagePrep.com.
REGISTRATION
A warm welcome is extended to new parishioners. You may
register by calling the parish office during office hours to set
up an appointment. Parish registration is required for
reception of the Sacraments and letters of eligibility to serve
as godparent or sponsor.
REQUESTS FOR ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATES
The role of a sponsor is primarily a spiritual role to model a
Christian life for the child. Therefore, anyone requesting a
certificate must be a registered, participating member of St.
Margaret Parish, a practicing Catholic in good standing (not
living in violation of the church laws), at least 16 years of age
and have received the sacraments of initiation (Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist). Please call the rectory for an
appointment if you need a certificate.
SOCIAL NETWORKING WITH THE ARCHDIOCESE
http://www.facebook.com/ArchbishopPerez
www.twitter.com/ArchPhilly
www.youtube.com/user/CatholicPhilly
http:livestream.com/archphila
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BIBLE STUDY
The Bible Study meets every Tuesday from September to
June in the Antioch Annex (9:00 to 10:30am).
THE ROSARY
Every Saturday the Rosary is recited beginning after the 7am
Angelus. Come and pray with us.
PRAYER CIRCLE
Do you have an immediate prayer need or can you offer the
Gift of Prayer? Tap into our electronic Prayer Circle and
receive an outpouring of heartfelt prayer by members of St.
Margaret Parish and others. E-mail your prayer requests or if
you want to join the Prayer Circle at cbuhn@yahoo.com.
REMEMBER THOSE YOU LOVE
For a donation of $10.00, the sanctuary candle or altar
candles will burn for a week for your intention or in memory of
a loved one. Another memorial opportunity is to have flowers
placed on the altar for a donation of $100. Each week the
intention or memorial will be published in the bulletin. If you
would like to take advantage of these opportunities, please call
Teresa or Maryann at the rectory, 610-664-3770, Ext 10.
EUCHARIST FOR CELIAC COMMUNICANTS
St. Margaret Church is aware of the need to have the low
gluten hosts available at all Masses. If you or a member of
your family is interested in receiving Low-Gluten Holy
Eucharist at any Mass, please contact Maria at
mecarinato@gmail.com.
JOURNEY WITH US TO EXPLORE THE
CATHOLIC FAITH
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
is a journey to a deeper experience of God’s
love manifested through the teaching and treasures of the
Catholic Faith. St. Margaret Church offers instructions for
people seeking more information about the Catholic Faith, the
Sacraments and living the Christian Life. These instructions
are for adults who would like to inquire about following Jesus
and becoming a member of the Catholic Church, or, if you are
already a baptized Catholic would like to receive Confirmation
and Holy Communion. RCIA classes meet on Tuesday, at
7pm. Please contact Msgr. Dougherty at
pastor@saintmarg.org or 610-664-3770, Ext 12.

Catholic Answers Live - #1 Catholic
Radio Show. Monday - Friday, 6-8 PM.
One great program. Many ways to
listen! catholic.com/radio
Looking for local Catholic news?
It’s as easy as email - sign up for
the free, twice-weekly email newsletter of
CatholicPhilly.com, official news website of the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Sign up at
CatholicPhilly.com/newsletter.
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