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Rectory Office Business Hours  

Monday - Friday  9:00AM to 4:30PM  

CLOSED WEEKENDS 
 

Any requests for the weekly Bulletin 
should be submitted by  

Monday, 12:00 Noon.  

 

ST. MARGARET  

OF ANTIOCH PARISH 
208 N. Narberth Avenue 

Narberth, PA 19072 

610-664-3770,  Fax 610-664-5001  

Web site:  www.saintmarg.org 

Email:  office@saintmarg.org 

Schedule of Masses 
 

Saturday Evening Vigil: 5:15PM 

Sunday: 7:30, 10:00 and 11:30AM 

Daily Monday - Friday: 7:00AM, 

followed by Morning Prayer 

Saturday: 8:00AM 
 

Holy Day of Obligation 

Vigil Mass - 7:00 PM 

7:00 AM, 12:05 Noon and 7:00 PM 
 

Eucharistic Exposition  

7:30-8:30 AM Tuesday 

7:30-8:00 AM - First Fridays 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday: 4:00 - 4:45 PM 

Sunday before 7:30 AM Mass 

Tuesday thru Saturday: 7:45-7:55 AM  

or by appointment. 

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 16, 2018 
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MONDAY, December17 

 7:00 AM  Dr. Vernon Brightman 
 

TUESDAY,  December 18 

 7:00 AM  Lorraine Bizzarri  
 

WEDNESDAY, December19 

 7:00 AM   Angelina Scorzetti 

 

THURSDAY, December 20 

 7:00 AM  Fred Matarazzo 
 

FRIDAY, December 21 

 7:00 AM  George & Philomena Armenio 
  

SATURDAY, December 22 

 8:00 AM  John Le 
 

Week of December 16, 2018 

The flowers on the altar this week are in 

memory of Casey & Rovner Families. 

 

Msgr. Dougherty offers a Mass each Sunday for all 

the parishioners and for those enrolled in the church 

memorial fund. 

Third Sunday of Advent 

TTTHEHEHE   SSSTEWARDSHIPTEWARDSHIPTEWARDSHIP   RRREPORTEPORTEPORT      

The Weekend Collection of Dec 9, 2018:   $9,888 

       Including Electronic Funds Transfer: $   803 

        Mail In:  $ 1,430 

          Parish On Line: $ 1,895 

              Envelopes:     230 
 

Collection for Christmas Flowers:$2,316 

Collection for The Immaculate Conception: $1,870 
 

Weekend of December 10, 2017:$12,930 

I sincerely thank you for continuing to live faithful 

stewardship.  God bless you and your families.  

Msgr. Dougherty 

NEW ONLINE GIVING - Saint 

Margaret Parish has arranged a 

new, secure method of online 

giving. You can now setup all your second collections 

in advance.  Create or login to your Parish Giving 

account by going to the Parish website and clicking on 

the logo at the lower right or https://tinyurl.com/

StMargGiving. 

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson 

 “What’s the latest?” we ask, both in times of excitement 
and joy, as well as those of anxiety and sadness. We are in a 
place of expectation. If ever there was a word to match the 
liturgical mood of this “Gaudete” (“Rejoice”) Sunday, it is 
expectation. The rose-colored vestments optionally worn this 
day, (caused by mixing the purple of penance with the white 
of joy) symbolize the sentiment. We are nearing Christmas 
and our expectation is high. 
 However, there is a cautionary note to be had in the 
midst of all this joy and good cheer. It is to avoid all the 
temptations there are to think that this feast is somehow all 
about us. It’s our time to exchange gifts and enjoy the thanks 
that come with them. It’s our well-deserved holiday from all 
the routine and monotony of our work schedules. It’s our 
festive meal to eat and nog to drink because after all, we are 
special. 
 The fact is that without God’s grace, we would not be 
special.  But because God Himself deemed us worthy of 
redemption, we are. As descendants of a sinful First Couple, 
we deserved only God’s disdain and a bleak future. The 
gates of paradise might still be closed. That, after all, would 
only be right and just. 
 But our God is a loving God. And a generous One. In 
fact, He is Love itself. So a plan for reconciliation was in His 
will simultaneously with our sin. Note the genius of the plan. 
First a slow preparation centuries long involving a chosen 
people guided by prophets. Then an angelic announcement 
to a chosen virgin beautiful beyond words. Her words of 
acceptance, followed by a mysterious pregnancy and the 
birth of a Child God who grew to be like us in all things but 
sin. We kneel in awe and gratitude before the manger that 
depicts the beginning of the final phase of the Father’s plan. 
 When the crowds, the tax collectors, and the Roman 
soldiers depicted in our Gospel Reading asked John the 
Baptist, Christ’s precursor, “What shall we do?” it was a 
natural reaction to the Good News John had given them. It 
really meant “What shall we do to show our appreciation?” 
Here is where we come in because that is really our question 
too. Yes, we are overjoyed at what God did at the first 
Christmas and every day since. But how do we respond? 
What shall we do about it? The simplest answer: to live as 
Jesus did. Those who have, namely the saints, will tell us 
that’s not easy but well worth the effort. 
 Half a century ago, I was what we call today a 
“transitional deacon” waiting in the sacristy to help administer 
Holy Communion. I happened to overhear the last part of a 
homily being preached by a long-forgotten priest whose 
closing words I have never forgotten. Now, I call it “my annual 
spelling lesson.” Here is how that preacher told his people 
that joy was spelled: “J” is for “Jesus.” “Y” is for “You.” And 
the “O” is for “Nothing in between.” 
  

https://tinyurl.com/StMargGiving
https://tinyurl.com/StMargGiving
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From the Pastor 
 

Gaudete Sunday - Today is the Third Sunday of Advent, traditionally referred to as “Gaudete Sunday.”  “Gaudete” 

is the Latin word for ”Rejoice.”  This Sunday particularly emphasizes the theme of Christian joy.  As Christians we 

believe in God’s love for each one of us.  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior at Bethlehem, our hearts 

are filling with joyful anticipation.  We celebrate that the Lord is faithful to us and comes to be with us.  Life does 

involve difficulties, suffering and death, but even in the face of these challenging realities, we live with a deep joy 

within us, because God comes to us.  He comes to lead us through every difficulty to new life in him.  God has 

placed within us a desire to be happy.  That desire can only be fulfilled in him. Joy comes to us when we place our 

lives in God’s hands and walk in his ways with complete and childlike trust in his abundant love for us.   

Seminary Appeal - As the final days of 2018 wind down, we encourage you to support the Saint Charles Borromeo 

Seminary Appeal.  Your gift makes a profound impact on our seminary community and supports the important work 

of formation for priests, deacons and lay ministers. 

Visit stcharlesseminaryappeal.org to learn more and make a donation.  Appeal envelopes were mailed to you.  You 

can make a contribution too by using those envelopes.   Additional ones are available at the doors of church.  Thank 

you for helping the Seminary to fulfill its mission in the Church. 

Advent Confessions - Advent is an especially fitting time to celebrate the Sacrament of Confession as we turn away 

from sin and prepare the way of the Lord.  In addition to the usual time for confession, other times have been added 

for Advent: Wednesday, December 19 from 7:00 - 8:00 pm and Saturday, December 22 from 11:00 am to 12 noon.  

Also, on December 22, afternoon confessions will be from 3:30 - 4:45 pm.  Seek the Lord’s forgiveness and renew 

your commitment to living in his light.  

HELPING OTHER PEOPLE IN EMERGENCY  

Week of December 9, 2018  

Robert Ritzco 610-649-3973 

Please call as early in the week as possible. 

Red Cross Blood Drive - 

There will be an American Red 

Cross Blood Drive sponsored 

by St. Margaret Church on 

Thursday, December 27, 2018 from 2:30 to 7:30 pm in 

the Saint Margaret School Cafeteria.  This is a critical 

time of year for blood supplies.  Please consider being a 

donor.  To register, visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter 

the sponsor keyword: st margaret rc church, or call 1-

800-Red-Cross.  Also, if you would like to volunteer to 

assist at the Blood Drive, you can contact Tina Braun at 

christinabraun2002@yahoo.com   

Employment Opportunity - We are looking to hire a 

part time (3 days a week) Administrative Assistant 

for St. Margaret Rectory.  If interested, please call 

the rectory, 610-664-3770. 

A Little Humor - Did you hear that Rudolph the Red 

Nosed Reindeer never went to school?  That’s right - 

he was elf taught. 

Vocation Office for the Diocesan Priesthood 

Holy Hour For Vocations, Sunday, January 6, 2019 

Where:  St. Margaret Parish 

When 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Questions?  Contact the Vocation Office:  

610-667-5778, cgallagher@archphila.org. 

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 
 

Mercy Neighborhood Ministries,  
 Narberth Food Bank and  

Housing for Haiti 
 

You will be able to drop off your wrapped gift 

(s) to the Antioch Annex Sunday, December 16, 

Monday, December 17 and Tuesday, December 

18 from 7:00am to 8:00pm.  

Please be sure to attach the tag to the gift after 

you wrap it. 
 

Scrip Cards for Mercy Ministries and Narberth 

Food Bank may be purchased at the rectory   

If you have any questions, call Teresa at the 

rectory, 610-664-3770, Ext 10. 

Church Teaching: Confidence and Joy in God’s Love - 

With creation, God does not abandon his creatures to 

themselves.  He not only gives them being and 

existence, but also, and at every moment, upholds and 

sustains them in being, enables them to act and brings 

them to their final end.  Recognizing this utter 

dependence with respect to the Creator is a source of 

wisdom and freedom, of joy and confidence. (From the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church) 

Spiritual Thought - The safest remedy against the 

thousand snares and wiles of the enemy is spiritual joy.  

(St. Francis of Assisi)  
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Faith in Action 

The Knights of Columbus will be 

hosting an open house on Tuesday, 

January 8th in the Antioch Annex 

at 7:00 PM. Refreshments will be 

served.  All members of the parish 

are invited to attend this event. 

Come out, greet old friends and make new ones.  The 

Knights of Columbus is a Catholic, Family, Fraternity, 

and Service organization of 1.9 million members built 

on the principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and 

Patriotism.  Its main purpose is to strengthen parish 

life, support its members and the church and provide 

an organization where families can come together to 

share their beliefs and socialize.  Msgr. Dougherty 

asks that all eligible men consider becoming a member 

of the Knights, an organization described by the 

Vatican as “the strong right arm of the Church.”  In 

the interim feel free visit the Knights of Columbus 

website at www.kofc.org 

Main Line Health Smoke Free Program -  FREE six 

week tobacco treatment program that covers stress 

management, healthy eating, non-smoking strategies, 

problem solving and coping skills. 

Bryn Mawr Hospital Community Health Services - 

Thursdays, January 10, 17*, 24, 31, February 7, 14.   

933 Haverford Rd., Bryn Mawr, Lower Level, 

Conference Room A (*Conference Room C) 2-3:30pm. 

Radnor Memorial Library - Saturdays, January 12, 

19, 26, February 2, 9, 16 - 114 West Wayne Ave., 

Wayne.  Small Group Room 3 - 10:00am to 11:30 pm. 

To register for any program, 484-227-FREE. 

RETROUVAILLE...A LIFELINE FOR 

MARRIAGES 

Rediscover in Your Marriage! 

Is your marriage going down the right road...or 

is it a little off track?  Life can be difficult, and 

so can the challenges you face in marriage.  Is your 

marriage hurting?  Do you feel helpless? Hopeless?  

Retrouvaille can help and offers hope for a better 

relationship.  Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of volunteer 

couples who can help you re-awaken the love, trust and 

commitment that originally brought you together, just as 

they have done in their own marriages.  Retrouvaille can 

help heal your marriage, as it has for tens of thousands 

of couples throughout the world.  The next program 

begins on the weekend of February 8-10 at the 

Family Life Center in Malvern.  Additional weekends 

will be held in April and August.  For more information, 

or to register for one our weekends, visit our web site at:  

www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 1-800-470-2230.  All 

inquiries are kept strictly confidential. 

Birthright of West Chester would like to thank you for 

the generosity you have extended to the mothers and 

pregnant women of our community.  Your very 

thoughtful Poor Box donation of $800 is greatly 

appreciated by the women, girls, and babies we serve, 

and helps us continue in the important work that we do.  

Without the generosity of donors like you, many less 

fortunate families would have little or nothing for their 

babies. 

Merion Mercy Academy, a Catholic independent all 

girls high school sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy has 

2 openings. 

 Short-term substitute Spanish teacher.  The position 

will begin on January 3, 2019 and conclude by April 

8, 2019.  Degree required.  Experience and 

certification preferred.  Qualified applicants are 

asked to email a cover letter and resume by Monday,  

December 3rd or until position has been filled to 

Mary Ann Danovich, at madanovich@merion-

mercy.com or call 610-664-6655 for more 

information. 

 Varsity Track & Field Coach.  Interested and 

qualified applicants are asked to submit a cover 

letter and resume by January 8th to Athletic 

Director, Barbara Clarke, at bclarke@merion-

mercy.com. 

Box Tops for Education - Please help St. 

Margaret School by clipping and saving your 

Box Tops.  This is such an easy way to put 

money into our school's pocket. Thank you and 

let's keep clipping!   

Used Cartridges - If you have any used cartridges, 

please send in to the school office. Great way 

for our school to earn rewards.  

Please feel free to drop off at school or place in back 

of the church. Thank you for your support! 

 
 

Spread the word to all family, friends, and alumni: SMS’s 
Christmas Concert and Play will take place on Thursday, 
December 20 at 7:00 pm in the school gym. All are welcome! 
This year there will be an 8th grade play with grades 1, 2 and 7 
participating. 
The Pre- Kindergarten students will perform their play on 
Friday, December 21st   at 9:00 am 
The Kindergarten students will perform their Christmas play 
on Friday, December 21st at 10:00 am in the school’s gym. 
 
Please remember that our Christmas Holiday break begins 
with early dismissal at 12:00pm with buses on FRIDAY, 
December 21st. Neither Extended Day nor CARES is 
available on 12/21. 
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Message from Mrs. Johnston, Principal 

Often times as a child I would hear “Patience is a virtue”. How those words ring true. During this season we rush to 

find the best gift. We rush to prepare for the day. At the end, sometimes we are left depleted and joyless. Advent 

teaches us to pace ourselves, to be in the moment, and to practice patience. This month we will be focusing on the 

virtue of patience with our children. Join us as we try to experience advent in the joyful anticipation of the birth of 

the Child. 
 

The daily challenges our children face can set up road blocks to successful learning. Social and emotional learning 

has taken a place in the foreground of education. The student’s capacity to integrate skills, attitudes and regulate 

behaviors will aid the child to deal effectively with the daily routines of the day. In partnership with you, the parents 

we can promote positive interactions by looking closely at our students through the lenses of: Self-awareness, self-

management, social awareness, relationship skills and responsible decision making. As educators we rely on these 

competencies to inform us on where we can better support our students. When practiced and discussed they become 

the foundation for healthy growth and development. I invite you to visit: https://casel.org/core-competencies/ to 

explore these competencies and to learn more about Social and Emotional learning. 
 

Special thanks…. 

I am grateful to Jim McNulty for contacting the parents of our CYO and sending the yearly reminders about 

dropping off your children for basketball or any activities that are related to using the gym. Children need to be 

supervised at all times. Before leaving your child please check to be certain that their coach has arrived.  Our halls 

look lovely and inviting. Thanks to Maria Dagit who captures the season with the beautiful display left to us from 

Sister Corinne. The children are respectful as they look at the collection of the different crèches from around the 

world. This is a cherished memory that has been celebrated for many years. Many of you have seen this lovely 

writing by Dorothy Law Nolte and so I share: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children Learn What They Live 
If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn. 
If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight. 
If a child lives with fear, he learns to be apprehensive. 
If a child lives with pity, he learns to feel sorry for himself. 
If a child lives with ridicule, he learns to be shy. 
If a child lives with jealousy, he learns what envy is. 
If a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty. 
If a child lives with encouragement, he learns to be confident. 
If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient. 
If a child lives with praise, he learns to appreciate. 
If a child lives with acceptance, he learns to love. 
If a child lives with approval, he learns to like himself. 
If a child lives with recognition,  
 he learns that it is good to have a goal. 
If a child lives with sharing, he learns about generosity. 
If a child lives with honesty and fairness, 
   he learns what truth and justice are. 
If a child lives with security,  
 he learns to have faith in himself and in those around him. 
If a child lives with friendliness,   
 he learns that the world is a nice place in which to live. 
If you live with serenity, your child will live with peace of mind.  
 With what is your child living? 
         Dorothy Law Nolte 

https://casel.org/core-competencies/


0110 6          Saint Margaret Parish, Narberth, PA 

BIBLE  STUDY 
The Bible Study meets every Tuesday from September to June 
in the Antioch Annex (9:00 to 10:30am). 

THE  ROSARY  
Every Saturday the Rosary is recited beginning after the 7am 
Angelus. Come and pray with us. 

PRAYER  CIRCLE 
Do you have an immediate prayer need or can you offer the 
Gift of Prayer?  Tap into our electronic Prayer Circle and 
receive an outpouring of heartfelt prayer by members of St. 
Margaret Parish and others.  E-mail your prayer requests or if 
you want to join the Prayer Circle at cbuhn@yahoo.com. 

REMEMBER  THOSE  YOU  LOVE 
For a donation of $10.00, the sanctuary candle or altar 
candles will burn for a week for your intention or in memory of 
a loved one. Another memorial opportunity is to have flowers 
placed on the altar for a donation of $100.  Each week the 
intention or memorial will be published in the bulletin. If you 
would like to take advantage of these opportunities, please call 
Teresa or Rose Marie at the rectory, 610-664-3770, Ext 10. 

EUCHARIST FOR CELIAC COMMUNICANTS 
St. Margaret Church is aware of the need to have the low 
gluten hosts available at all Masses.  If you or a member of 
your family is interested in receiving Low-Gluten Holy 
Eucharist at any Mass, please contact Maria at 
mecarinato@gmail.com. 

ANOINTING  OF  THE  SICK 
In case of serious illness, please contact the Rectory to make 
arrangements. If someone is already in the hospital, be sure 
to register as a Catholic so that the priest will visit. 

COMMUNION CALLS 
Parishioners unable to attend Mass regularly because of age 
or illness should call the Rectory to make arrangements to 
receive Communion at home.  If any member of your family is 
hospitalized, please be sure to register as a Catholic and 
inform the Rectory so that a visit can be arranged. 

SACRAMENT  OF  BAPTISM 
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on Sundays at 1:00 
PM.  Arrangements must be made in advance at the Rectory 
by calling Msgr. Dougherty, ext. 12.  If parents have not 
attended a Baptism class, they must attend our Baptism 
Preparation Seminar.  Call the rectory to register for the class. 
Godparents guidelines state that one godparent must be 
Catholic. They must be at least 16 years of age, registered in 
the parish where they live, fully initiated, and practicing their 
faith; they must obtain a letter of eligibility from their own 
parish. One practicing non-Catholic Christian may also be 
admitted as a Christian Witness. The next Baptism 
Preparation Seminar is Thursday, January 10, 2019 at 
7:00pm in the Rectory. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Registered parishioners who wish to marry at St. Margaret 
should contact Msgr. Dougherty.  The Sacrament of Marriage 
is celebrated after a period of preparation of not less than six 
months. Engaged couples preparing for the Sacrament of 
Marriage can register, explore possible dates or find out more 
information for pre-marriage classes by visiting 
PhilaMarriagePrep.com .  For emai l  inqui r ies, 
Amy@PhilaMarriagePrep.com. 
 

REGISTRATION 
A warm welcome is extended to new parishioners.  You may 
register by calling the parish office during office hours to set 
up an appointment.  Parish registration is required for 
reception of the Sacraments and letters of eligibility to serve 
as godparent or sponsor. 

 

REQUESTS FOR ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATES 
The role of a sponsor is primarily a spiritual role to model a 
Christian life for the child. Therefore, anyone requesting a 
certificate must be a registered, participating member of St. 
Margaret Parish, a practicing Catholic in good standing (not 
living in violation of the church laws), at least 16 years of age 
and have received the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist). Please call the rectory for an 
appointment if you need a certificate. 

SOCIAL NETWORKING WITH THE ARCHDIOCESE 
http://www.facebook.com/ArchbishopChaput 

www.twitter.com/ArchPhilly 
www.youtube.com/user/CatholicPhilly 

http:livestream.com/archphila 

JOURNEY WITH US TO EXPLORE THE 
CATHOLIC FAITH 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
is a journey to a deeper experience of God’s 

love manifested through the teaching and treasures of the 
Catholic Faith.  St. Margaret Church offers instructions for 
people seeking more information about the Catholic Faith, the 
Sacraments and living the Christian Life.  These instructions 
are for adults who would like to inquire about following Jesus 
and becoming a member of the Catholic Church, or, if you are 
already a baptized Catholic would like to receive Confirmation 
and Holy Communion.  RCIA classes meet on Tuesday, at 
7pm. Please contact Msgr. Dougherty at 
pastor@saintmarg.org or 610-664-3770, Ext *812. 

Catholic Answers Live - #1 Catholic 
Radio Show. Monday - Friday, 6-8 PM. 
One great program.  Many ways to 

listen!   catholic.com/radio 

Looking for local Catholic news?  

It’s as easy as email - sign up for 

the free, twice-weekly email newsletter of 

CatholicPhilly.com, official news website of the 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Sign up at 

CatholicPhilly.com/newsletter. 

mailto:cbuhn@yahoo.com

